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CONSERVATION  

 
Conservation Committee 
The former chair, Shawn Craik, left 
Montreal to pursue his career in Nova 
Scotia. Replacing him proved to be a 
difficult job!  The Conservation 
Committee eventually met in March 
2011, welcoming Jean-Sébastien 
Guénette and Frédéric Bussière from 
RQO. At this meeting I am delighted 
to say that Jane Cormack stepped 
forward to accept the position of 
Chair. 
 
Despite the absence of a chair for 
much of the year we managed to get 
involved in a number of important 
conservation issues including:  
 
1) writing letters of support for various 
conservation initiatives including 
Meadowbrook for which Patrick Asch 
has taken a lead role. 
 
2) Diane Demers continued her 
monitoring of Cerulean Warblers at 
our George H. Montgomery 
Sanctuary near Philipsburg. Helen 
Meredith and her team continued 
managing the Bluebird nest boxes at 
Mount Royal Cemetery.  
 
The Conservation Committee 
reminds members that the 
Committee has considerable 
knowledge and expertise and is 
expecting to get involved on your 
behalf. 
 
 
Hawk Watch Committee 
 
Bob Barnhurst and Mabel McIntosh 
completed the fall 2010 migration 
monitoring and are in the process of 
completing the spring 2011 hawk 
watch. They have now been faithfully 
conducting their surveys for over 30 
years. Details in will be forthcoming 
soon. 
 

Their data continues to be used in 
the assessment of raptor ecology, 
with particular reference to the 
location of wind farms. It is also 
submitted to the Hawk Migration 
Association of North America 
(HMANA) and HawkCount, together 
with seasonal reports.  
 

Recently their government funding 
has been cut. In the coming year we 
will need to provide funding support 
and in future years will have to find 
people to replace the irreplaceable 
Bob and Mabel.  
 
 
 
Christmas Bird Count (CBC) 
Montreal 
The final tally from the 75th Montreal 
CBC, held in late December, was 70 
species with a record total of over 
23,000 birds. Most of the massive 
increase can be attributed to the 
crows at the Montreal crow roost. 

 

Jean Demers managed our Feeder- 
Watchers and we had a record 72 
field participants in 18 teams. 
 
The 2010 count will be my last as 
compiler as I will be moving to 
Toronto. The count will be left in good 
hands as Sheldon Harvey and 
Barbara Szabo have agreed to take 
over the next count.  
 

Hudson 
The Hudson CBC took place in early 
January, 2011. There were 12 feeder 
and 57 field observers in 17 parties. 
A total of 55 species were observed 
and with a total of about 9,000 birds.  
 
We are also losing Alison Bentley, 
compiler of the Hudson count for the 
last 27 years. Alison wishes to thank 
all those who have faithfully come out 
over the past many years.   
 
Jean Demers has kindly agreed to 
take over as compiler for 2011.   
 
Both counts had after-count socials 
that were well received. 
 

Grants Committee 
We have a new Grants Committee, 
formed from the merging of the 
former Support Grants and Research 
Committees. It is chaired by Richard 
Gregson. This year the committee 
accepted applications for multi-year 
funding for the first time. 
 
With wide advertising the committee 
received a flood of applications. We 
are supporting a number of projects 
from university research groups and 
beyond. We are especially pleased to 
be a major funding partner with the 
McGill Bird Observatory banding 
group.  The Board of BPQ recognizes 
the educational value of MBO and is 
now supporting it with multi-year 
funding. 

President's  Annual Report 2009 -2010 
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Reports and results of the projects 
we are supporting are available on 
the BPQ website.  
 

 

Research Committee  
During the past year, our five-
member Research Committee 
chaired by Richard Gregson  handed 
out grants to three deserving 
individuals and their projects. This 
year the recipients have been  
requested to submit a summary of 
their progress.  
 

Support Grants Committee 
The Support Grants Committee is 
chaired by Jean Demers. Our 
Research, Support Grants and 
Education Committees all dispense 
grant funds. During the year we 
decided to conduct a review which 
was carried out in 2010. The review 
was intended to ensure that our 
grants closely relate to our mission 
and that they are well coordinated to 
ensure our programs are efficient and 
effective.  

 

 
Sanctuaries Committee  
 
Many committee members were 
heavily involved with the 
development of the Alfred Kelly 
Nature Reserve especially  Marie-
Hélène Gauthier and Richard and 
Jean Gregson. During the year the 
committee subsumed the Philipsburg 
Committee and is now responsible 
for all BPQ properties. 
 
Boundary signs have been prepared 
and will be erected in a number of 
our sanctuaries this summer. These 
signs help to ensure that the 
properties are treated respectfully by 
the public and raise our public profile. 
 

Next year the Committee hopes to 
initiate census and management 
plans for at least the Philipsburg 
property and possibly the Varennes 
Islands.  We have representatives on 
the management committee for the 
Alfred Kelly Nature reserve. Richard, 
our Chair, stresses in his report that 
there is a large amount of valuable 
work we could do  if we can attract 
enough volunteers. He is keen to talk 
to any member who is interested in 
helping out.  
 

 

Property Acquisition 
 
Perhaps the most significant BPQ 
achievement during the year was the 
major financial support we gave to 
the Nature Conservancy of Canada 
towards the purchase of about 1,000 
acres of land in the Piedmont. 

This important parcel of land adjoins 
one of the two Alf Kelly properties. 
Both of these will be included in the 
new sanctuary which will be named 
the Alfred Kelly Nature Reserve.  

We are proud of our role in making 
this acquisition a reality. As most of 
you are probably aware  the original 
Kelly bequest almost 30 years ago 
has made it possible for BPQ to 
become a significant player in land 
conservation in Quebec.  

I am sure that you are also aware 
that without the investment expertise 
of individuals like Ken Thorpe, and 
the wise stewardship of our Boards 
who helped to preserve it,  we would 
not be in the unique position we 
occupy today in Quebec 
conservation. 

While in the past BPQ has been little 
known outside the stakeholder 
community, the Board was 
consciously aware that our support 
for this NCC purchase will go a long 
way to getting us wider public 
recognition. 

EDUCATION 

Our education activities are 
largely handled by the 
Education and Monthly 
Meetings committees. Here 
are some highlights. 
 
Education Committee 
Throughout the year members of the 
committee, chaired by Barbara 
MacDuff were active, making school 
presentations, conducting public 
walks, and offering financial support 
to various public groups, the details 
of which can be founds on p. 17 of 
this publication. 

 
Monthly Meetings  
Committee 
 
Gail Desnoyers had another sterling 
year organizing our monthly 
meetings. We were treated to quality 
presentations on a host of subjects 
related to birds by some very talented 
and engaging speakers.  Gail has an 
equally exciting program lined up for 
next year. Please plan to come out 
and invite some friends and 
neighbours.  
 
OBSERVATION 
 
Our observation component 
is largely handled by the 
Field Trip Committee. Here 
are some of the year's 
highlights. 
 
Field Trips Committee 
 
Martin Bowman, Wayne Grubert and 
Sheldon Harvey organize our field 
trips. 
 
A total of 43 full and half day formal 
weekend outings were organized.  A 
cumulative total of 520 birders took 
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part in the 39 trips reported in 
the newsletter. 
23 different leaders and co-
leaders volunteered their time 
to guide these excursions to 
32 different areas.  On three 
Thursdays in late April and 
early May, special trips were 
run for beginner birders.  
 
For the seventh year in a row 
Sheldon Harvey organized the 
“Summer Series of Birding” on 
weekends. In total eight 
outings were undertaken. The 
committee also continued the  
“Jim Houghton Memorial 
Spring Warbler Walks” at 
Summit Park in Westmount. 
 
Finally the Committee 
organized special longer trips 
to Point Pelee and Île Verte. 
 
 
BEHIND THE SCENES 
 
Working behind the 
scenes numerous 
other committees are 
working on your 
behalf. These include:  
 
 
Membership Services 
Committee 
 
Like many organizations we are 
suffering from declining membership. 
This prompted a special meeting 
which I convened to discuss this 
issue. This matter is addressed under 
the Executive Committee report. 
 
The Committee continued efforts to 
make new members feel welcome. 
The 2010 Winter Bird Course was 
attended by an average of 25 people 
a lecture. It covered topics on owls, 
raptor ID, Breeding Bird Atlas 
techniques and gardening for birds. 

Again the topics and presentation 
standards were excellent. 
 
Communications Committee 
 
Our communications committee 
chaired by Gay MacDougall-Gruner 
is a hugely important element 
working behind the scenes. Some of 
their key activities include: 
 
The Website  
 
The website is managed by Richard 
Gregson. It provides members and 
the general public with information 
about BPQ as well as listing field 
trips, courses, monthly lecture 
meetings and other events.   
 
One major innovation this year is that 
secure online payment of annual 
subscriptions and donations is now 

possible on the site. The 
PayPal initiative is a hugely 
important development during 
the year that makes 
membership renewal much 
easier for our members.  
 
The Song Sparrow  
Newsletter 
Jane Cormack took over from 
Marie-Anne Hudson as editor 
of The Song Sparrow. Richard 
Gregson prepared the layout. 
The five issues contained 
timely information about BPQ 
activities and initiatives, as 
well as an array of interesting 
articles pertaining to current 
bird and conservation issues 
within our region and the 
birding world at large.  
 

Bird Calls  
 
Our e-newsletter produced by 
Averill Craig and Richard 
Gregson continues to provide 
a useful means of conveying 

information to members very 
rapidly. On a number of occasions 
this proved to be invaluable. 

 
Songsparrow Group email 
 
The listserv is moderated by Averill 
Craig. Membership grew by some 35 
members and now stands at 325. 
Members continued to find reports of 
interesting birds and their locations 
useful, as well as information and 
reminders about forthcoming field 
trips and other events. 
 
BPQ email account  
 
BPQ receives between two and six 
messages a day. These are 
circulated by Zofia Laubitz.  Zofia's 
timely circulation of items has proven 
a boon to keeping our membership 
well-informed on events elsewhere. 
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BPQ Telephone Line 
 
The telephone list is manned by 
Sheldon Harvey. The majority of calls 
relate to injured and/or young birds 
that have fallen out of a nest and 
where to find a rehabilitation centre. 
 
 
Marketing Committee 
 
Much of the Committee’s work this 
year revolved around coordinating 
the distribution of our new brochure.  
About 4,000 of the 5,000 copies were 
distributed in public locations and 
various public events. The 
Committee continues to publicize our 
events as well as various citizen 
science projects such as Project 
FeederWatch and others through 
various media outlets.  
 
During the year the Committee 
requested Board and committee input 
on the proposed media kit.  
 
The Committee wishes to single out 
member Alain Goulet for his work on 
the French translation of the BPQ 
web page. 
 
 
Finance Committee 
 
The Finance Committee is chaired by 
Jean Harwood Gregson. It met twice 
during the year but also dealt with 
several important topics by email.  
 
The most important issue was 
advising the board on whether we felt 
we could afford to make the donation, 
totalling $350,000, requested by 
Nature Conservancy Canada, to 
support their major land purchase at 
Piedmont.  
 
Executive Committee 
 
The Executive Committee met 
twice during the year to discuss 

current issues and plan for the 
future.  
 
We also convened three special 
meetings: 
 
1) to discuss the issue of our 

declining membership within 
our club; 

2) to assist the McGill Bird 
Observatory with the important 
fund-raising efforts.; 

3) with RQO and the NCC to 
discuss our mutual interests 
and how we can work better in 
future. 

 
I am happy to say that many 
efforts, some old, some new, are 
now having an impact at reversing 
our declining membership as 
already noted. Our excellent 
website managed by Richard 
Gregson, our high-profile 
involvement with the NCC in the 
Kelly Reserve purchase, our 
excellent winter birding courses, 
field trips, and public lectures, our 
enhanced work in supporting 
conservation efforts across the 
province have all contributed. 
 
MBO now has a fundraising 
committee and the RQO/NCC 
meetings are already starting to 
pay dividends with better 
communication which includes 
cross-committee memberships. 
NCC will assist us by supplying 
access to their data collection 
techniques that can be used at our 
sanctuaries, and both RQO and 
NCC will assist us in identifying 
potential local stewards to assist 
with sanctuary management. 
 
I also wrote a short paper on 
possible Urban Nature initiatives 
that we might eventually get 
involved in. This was a 
commitment that a BPQ focus 
group made at a session hosted by 
Nature Quebec in 2007.  
 

Essentially the paper recommends 
combining our current diverse local 
initiatives into an urban nature 
program. Key elements are urban 
bird boxes, enhancing our 
involvement with MBO and 
promoting more bird outings for the 
general public.  
 
From my direct 10-year association 
with BPQ I am confident that the 
tradition of selecting quality 
committed conservationists, with a 
strong volunteer commitment, and 
the resulting open, objective Board 
discussion augurs well for our future. 
 
Finally we are losing from our Board 
two important young dynamic 
people: Shawn Craik who I 
mentioned previously, and Marie-
Anne Hudson who secured a job 
with the Canadian Wildlife Service in 
Ottawa.  We also know they will be 
terrific ambassadors for Bird 
Protection Quebec.  
 
Richard Gregson and the 
Nominations Committee have 
produced an excellent slate of 
candidates. 
 
I will turn it over to Richard to 
present them. 
 

Jeff Harrison 
President 
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Conservation  
 
The Conservation Committee 
welcomed new members Jean-
Sébastien Guénette and Frédéric 
Bussière from RQO. Jane Cormack 
was pleased to accept the position of 
Chair of the Committee. 
 
BPQ has been involved in a number 
of conservation efforts this year. 
These include writing letters of 
support to preserve Meadowbrook as 
a green space, recognizing it as an 
important area for migrating birds; 
and to establish a protected area in 
Massif du Sud park, helping to 
preserve its significant populations of 
boreal birds including the Bicknell’s 
Thrush. 
 
Patrick Asch, a member of the BPQ 
Board, took the lead in the 
Meadowbrook initiative and gave a 
well-received lecture at the February 
meeting. This was reviewed in the 
April issue of The Song Sparrow. 
Support of the Massif du Sud project 
including circulating a petition that 
was signed by many BPQ members 
and writing a letter in support of a 
Public Hearing. 
 
Diane Demers has been monitoring 
Cerulean Warblers in our Philipsburg 
sanctuary. Helen Meredith has been 
maintaining Eastern Bluebird nest 
boxes in the Mount Royal cemetery. 
She has put together a core team 
that meets once or twice a year to 
clean and repair the boxes and has 
compiled four years of data on the 
box contents, nests, etc. 
 
 
 

 
Some ideas for the future included 
the establishment of boxes for Purple 
Martin and for American Kestrel.  
 
Hawk Watch 
During the last year, we completed 
the fall 2010 migration and are in the 
process of completing the spring 
2011 hawkwatch. Funding for the 
past year was provided, in part, by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources 
and Wildlife, of the Quebec 
Government and SNC Lavalin. Our 
data continues to be used in the 
assessment of raptor ecology, with 
particular reference to the location of 
wind farms. As usual, our data was 
submitted to HMANA and 
HawkCount, together with seasonal 
reports. Articles on both the spring 
and fall hawk watch were published 
in the Song Sparrow. 
 
Funding for the hawk watch, as 
limited as it is, unfortunately 
continues to be a hit and miss 
proposition and could be an issue in 
forthcoming seasons. For now, 
expenses are manageable. 
 
 
Data received from researchers 
conducting monitoring of eagles 
carrying geolocators continues to 
refine our understanding of the eagle 
flight. For one, we have been able to 
correlate individual eagle sightings at 
Valleyfield with some of the 
monitored eagles as they pass 
through our area. 

 
Grants Committee 
The new Grants Committee, formed 
from the merging of the former 
Support Grants and Research 
Committees, comprises Richard 
Gregson (Chair by default), Jean 
Demers, Barbara Frei, David 
Mulholland and Lance Laviolette. 
 
We were pleasantly surprised, if a 
little overworked, to receive a positive 
flood of applications for support this 
year after the past two years of 
relative drought.  In particular, we 
seem to have opened links with the 
University of Quebec with strong and 
interesting projects coming from 
several groups at their various 
campuses.  Of course, it was not 
possible to meet all the requests as 
the amount sought exceeded our 
budget by a considerable amount, 
nevertheless we feel that those 
projects we are funding fully merit our 
involvement.  It is worthy of note that 
this year we specifically invited 
applications for multi-year funding as 
we have become aware that most 
grant-awarding bodies rarely commit 
beyond one year at a time, a factor 
that inhibits long term planning for 
several key research groups. 
 
 
BPQ is supporting a number of 
projects from university research 
groups but is especially pleased to be 
a major funding partner with the MBO 
banding group close to home.   
 
 
 
 
 

Highlights From The Committee Reports 
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This enterprise is close to the hearts 
of many members of BPQ who 
volunteer their time there and is seen 
by the board of BPQ as a group that 
we wish to support over the long-term 
with multi-year commitments to 
financial support from us. We were 
somewhat disappointed to receive 
only one application for educational 
funding but feel that this perhaps 
underlines the need for our own 
activity in developing educational 
programmes to fill the dearth of 
alternatives available in our 
community. 
 
We are excited by our involvement 
with these projects and look forward 
to fruitful relationships over the years.  
Details of the projects we are 
supporting are available on the BPQ 
website and abstracts of their results 
will be similarly made available at the 
end of the year. 
 
Sanctuaries Committee 
 
Because of the heavy involvement of 
committee members with the 
development of our intimate 
relationship with the NCC in effecting 
the creation of the Alfred Kelly Nature 
Reserve in the Piedmont/Prévost 
area north of Montreal during the 
past year this committee has not 
been as active as it would like in 
recent months.  We have now 
subsumed the former Philipsburg 
Committee within our sphere of 
interest and are now responsible for 
the full range of BPQ properties. 
 
We now have a set of excellent signs 
for our sanctuaries that will indicate 
their wildlife sanctuary status to 
visitors and passers-by.  These we  

shall be erecting during the 2011. 
summer.  Not only will these signs 
help to ensure that the properties are 
treated respectfully by the public, 
they also add to the raising of the 
BPQ profile amongst the general 
public. 
 
We have representatives on the 
management committee for the 
Alfred Kelly Nature reserve and will 
be working hard with our partners 
there to establish this new sanctuary 
as a major part of Quebec 
conservation.  This will be a long-
term project that will take several 
years to come to fruition because of 
the huge scale of the land are 
involved. 
 
There is a huge amount of valuable 
work to be done if we can attract 
sufficient volunteers to work with us. 
Anyone interested in getting involved, 
especially in the field of bird 
population censusing on our lands is 
invited to get in touch. 
 
Membership Services 
 
Gail Desnoyers, former Chair, 
resigned from the Committee. Averill 
Craig, who had been Co-Chair, took 
over as Chair and Audrey Speck 
became Co-Chair. Sharon Veysey 
continued as our Membership 
Secretary, with Sylvia Wees looking 
after Life Members. 
 
The 2010 Winter Bird Course 
organized by the Committee was 
attended by an average of 25 people 
a lecture.  
The four lectures, offered at two-
week intervals in February and 
March, were: 
  
  
1) “Taking a look at how we look at 

birds” by  Alain Goulet 
2) “The ABC’s of birdwatching” by  

Joël Coutu 
3) “You are what you eat!”  by 

Barbara Frei        
4)  “Seeing the forest for the trees” by 

Betsy McFarlane.  

 
At the end of the fiscal year there 
were 380 annual and life 
memberships. While 31 
memberships were not renewed, 
there were 31 new memberships 
(highest number since 2008) and 
nine returning memberships. Thus, 
for the first time since 2005, there 
was a net gain of memberships (8). 
New memberships were often related 
to the increased publicity for the 
Society and to our website.  
 
 
Field Trips 
 
For the March 2010 to February 2011 
time period members of the BPQ 
again had the opportunity to 
participate in a wide variety of field 
trips to many birding locales in the 
immediate Montreal area as well as 
western Quebec and eastern Ontario. 
Several of these sites were new for 
our group. 
 
A total of 43 full and half day formal 
weekend outings were organized for 
the spring, autumn and winter 
seasons.  A cumulative total of 520 
birders took part in the 39 trips 
reported in the newsletter giving an 
average of 13 participants per trip. 
The average number of species 
observed on these trips was 39.  The 
trip with most species observed was 
the summer solstice trip to 
southwestern Quebec with 77 
species.  An April trip to the 
Verdun/LaSalle waterfront and a 
January trip to Bois-de-Liesse had 
the most birders in attendance at 24.  
Twenty-three different leaders and 
co-leaders volunteered their time to 
guide these excursions to 32 different 
areas. One weekday evening trip to 
Hudson was held in May.  On three 
Thursdays in late April and early 
May, special trips were run for 
beginner birders  
For the seventh year in a row Field 
Trip Committee member Sheldon 
Harvey organized the “Summer 
Series of Birding” on weekends from 
mid-June to mid-August. Eight 
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outings were held averaging 10 
birders per trip.  On the average, fifty 
species were observed on each of 
these trips. 
 
The annual “Jim Houghton Memorial 
Spring Warbler Walks” at Summit 
Park in Westmount took place on 
Tuesday mornings during the peak 
spring migration period from late April 
to late May.  

 
The Field Trip Committee was once 
again able to reserve camping sites 
at Point Pelee National Park 
for the annual spring 
migration in May. Twelve 
members and their friends 
took advantage of this 
opportunity and enjoyed four 
days of birding at this world 
famous area. They observed, 
as a group, a total of 163 
species. 
 
On the first weekend in June 
a special trip was organized to 
Île Verte. Nine birders 
observed 85 species. 
 
Once again on behalf of Bird 
Protection Quebec, the Field 
Trip Committee would like to 
thank all our leaders and 
organizers who volunteer their 
time to lead and co-lead our 
trips. Their efforts, enthusiasm 
and expertise are greatly 
appreciated by all involved.  
 
Website 
 
The BPQ website provides 
members and the general public with 
information about BPQ as well as 
listing field trips, courses, monthly 
lecture meetings and other events.  
One major innovation this year is that 
secure online payment of annual 
subscriptions and donations is now 
possible on the site.  Another addition 
has been the provision of coordinates 
for Google maps. 
 
 

Song Sparrow 
Jane Cormack took over from Marie-
Anne Hudson as editor of The Song 
Sparrow, publishing her first issue in 
October 2010. Richard Gregson 
prepares the layout of the newsletter. 
Each issue contains timely 
information about BPQ activities and 
initiatives, as well as an array of 
interesting articles pertaining to 
current bird and conservation issues 
within our region and the birding 
world at large. It showcases the 
writing and photographic talents of 

BPQ members and occasional guest 
contributors.  
 
Five issues of the newsletter were 
published between August 2010 and 
April 2011. 
 
Marketing  
 
Much of the Marketing Committee’s 
work has revolved around 
coordinating the distribution and 
public placement of the new BPQ 

publicity brochure.  A little over four-
fifths of the initial printing run of 5000 
copies has now been distributed in 
various public locations (stores, 
libraries, community centres, nature 
parks, etc.) and at various public 
events.  
 
The Marketing Committee, in January 
2011, approached the BPQ Board 
requesting input and consultation 
regarding the contents of a proposed 
BPQ media kit to eventually be 
distributed to various media outlets 
throughout the province.  The matter 

has been tabled with the 
Board and is at the 
discussion level with all 
Board members and 
committees within Bird 
Protection Quebec. 
 
We particularly wish to 
thank Marketing 
Committee member Alain 
Goulet for the work he has 
put in this year on the 
French translation of the 
BPQ webpage.  
 
The Committee continues 
its ongoing efforts to 
publicize Bird Protection 
Quebec events including 
the monthly meetings, the 
Christmas counts and the 
birding lecture series, as 
well as various citizen 
science projects such as 
Project FeederWatch, the 
Great Backyard Bird 
Count and the Baillie 

Birdathon, through various 
media outlets.  

 
Communications  
 
The Communications Committee 
continued to support the newsletter, 
website, electronic newsletter, group 
email and telephone line, keeping 
members in touch with all the 
Society’s activities, be they field trips, 
monthly meetings, courses, special 
events and, of course, what birds 
have been seen and where. 
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Finance  
 
The Finance Committee met twice 
during the year but also dealt with 
several important topics by email. 
The most important was advising the 
board on whether we felt we could 
afford to make the donation, totalling 
$350,000, requested by Nature 
Conservancy Canada, to support 
their major land purchase at 
Piedmont. After much deliberation we 
decided we could support it by 
making an initial donation of 
$250,000 with two further amounts of 
$50,000 at yearly intervals and 
subject to certain conditions being 
fulfilled. The decision to make the 
donation was, of course, the Board's. 
 
Other matters reviewed by the 
committee included whether we 
should continue to have a full audit or 
consider changing to a review (we 
decided continuing the full audit was 
appropriate), the performance of our 
investment manager, Guardian 
Ethical Management, which was 
considered satisfactory, and how our 
various committees award grants. 
 
Other financial highlights included the 
receipt of a surprise bequest from 
Gina Gibson's estate; Phyllis Holtz 
kindly prepared a document 
explaining our investment strategy 
which has been circulated to all 
directors and we finally opened a 
PayPal account to allow members to 
pay online and by credit card. 
 
Executive 
 
The Committee convened at three 
special meetings: 

1) to discuss the issue of our 
declining membership within 
our club; 

2) to assist the McGill Bird 
Observatory with the important 
fund-raising efforts; 

3) with RQO and the NCC to 
discuss our mutual interests 
and how we can work better in 
future. 

 
Many efforts, some old, some new, 
are now having an impact at 
reversing our declining 
membership as already noted. Our 
excellent website managed by 
Richard Gregson, our high-profile 
involvement with the NCC in the 
Kelly Reserve purchase, our 
excellent winter birding courses, 
field trips, and public lectures, our 
enhanced work in supporting 
conservation efforts across the 
province have all contributed. 
 
MBO now has a fund-raising 
committee and the RQO/NCC 
meetings are already starting to 
pay dividends with better 
communication which includes 
cross- committee memberships. 
NCC will assist us by supplying 
access to their data collection 
techniques that can be used at our 
sanctuaries, and both RQO and 
NCC will assist us in identifying 
potential local stewards to assist 
with sanctuary management. 
 
Jeff Harrison wrote a short paper 
on possible Urban Nature 
initiatives that we might eventually 
get involved in. This was a 
commitment that a BPQ focus 
group made at a session hosted by 
Nature Quebec in 2007.  
 

Essentially the paper recommends 
combining our current diverse local 
initiatives into an urban nature 
program. Key elements are urban 
bird boxes, enhancing our 
involvement with MBO and 
promoting more bird outings for the 
general public. 
 
Awards 
 
The committee feels that the BPQ 
awards that are offered are properly 
defined. However, we feel that there 
is widespread lack of interest by 
Board members in nominating 
candidates. This year only two 
people made nominations and no 
one used the nomination forms 
available on the website. Lack of 
nominations is a continuing trend 
from previous years. The committee 
is also finding it increasingly difficult 
to identify good candidates for our 
awards. We want to ensure that our 
awards are maintained at the highest 
standards. 
 
The committee made the following 
recommendations accepted by the 
Board: 
 
1) all the awards be made 

discretionary; 
2) the committee be disbanded; 
3) decisions on which BPQ awards 

will be given each year be left in 
the hands of the Executive. 
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Monthly Meetings 
 

 
• April: Dr. David Bird of McGill University  -  “A Lecture for Egg-heads”  

 
• October: Joël Bonin of The Nature Conservancy of Canada  -  “The newly protected 

areas of the Ottawa Valley”. 
 

• November: Jean-Philippe Gagnon of the Montreal Biodome  -  “The great diversity of 
birds of the neotropics”. 

 
• December: Presentations by McGill University Wildlife Biology students: David Fishman 

on “The Red-breasted Mergansers of New Brunswick” and Dominique Chabot on “Small 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) in wildlife research and management.” 

 
• January: Jennifer Cyr-Devine of the Ecomuseum  -  “Nocturnal Specialists: Owls”. 

 
• February: Patrick Asch, of Heritage Laurentien and the BPQ Board  -  “Meadowbrook, an 

example of the need to conserve and rehabilitate urban bird habitat”. 
 

• March: Gay McDougall-Gruner, of the McGill Bird Observatory (MBO) and the BPQ 
Board, and Simon Duval of the MBO outlined a typical day of banding birds at the MBO 
under the title “Wings of Spring.” 
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Winter 
 Education paid $200 for seed to fill the 

feeders at the Morgan Arboretum. Thank 
you to Bill Webster for getting the seed 
and for keeping the feeders full during the 
winter months.  

 In February a PowerPoint presentation on 
feeder birds was given to a Brownie 
group in Pierrefonds. The girls made 
feeders to take home.  

 In February $160 was paid for a live birds 
of prey demonstration at École St. Remi. 

 

Spring 
 In April a PowerPoint bird presentation was given by Marie-Hélène Gauthier in French to a Grade 3 

class. It explained what BPQ does and showed the birds that can be found at Île Bizard nature Park. 
This was followed by a birding walk at the park in May.  The children were thrilled to see some of the 
birds they had been working on in the classroom.  

 A bird survey of the Royal Montreal Golf course was held in May.  Several warbler species were 
counted as well as nesting Eastern Bluebirds.  

 In June the Education Committee gave $1,400 to Scouts Canada for an ecology animator at Camp 
Tamaracouta. Hundreds of campers and their leaders benefited from this donation since it helped 
them complete the requirements of their birding/conservation badges. The ecology centre and 
animator provided a setting where this could be achieved. Birding walks were held every morning and 
the feeders were kept stocked with seed.  

 Three new field trips were held on Thursday mornings with the hope of attracting new birders. They 
were well attended with at least a dozen participants each week.  

 

Fall 
 In September BPQ had a table at Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue’s Ecology fair. It was well attended with 

some financial donations received.  Thank you to Christine Burt, Chris Murphy, David Mulholland, 
Barbara MacDuff, Jean Demers, Clémence Soulard and Sheldon Harvey for their help. 

Educational Activities 

 In September several classes of  John Abbott CEGEP students birded in the woods off L’Anse-à-
L’Orme in Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue.  

 In October, a student group from McGill University observed Canada Geese on Lac-St-Louis and 
birded at the McGill Bird Observatory.  They also learned about banding.  
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Outgoing Directors 

 
Marie-Anne Hudson 

 
Marie-Anne joined the BPQ Board in 2006 while she 
worked on her PhD at McGill University. She co-
chaired the Sanctuaries Committee with Richard 
Gregson and took on the editorship of The Song 
Sparrow in 2008. She became vice-president in 2009 
and chair of the Communications Committee for a 
short time before having to resign her posts in 2010 
because of a move to Ottawa. She is now a Bird 
Surveys Biologist with Environment Canada, 
coordinating the Breeding Bird Survey. 
 

Shawn Craik 
 
Shawn Craik was elected to the Board of Directors of 
BPQ in 2007, the same year during which he became 
a member of the society.  He joined the Conservation 
Committee in 2007 and was elected Chair of the 
committee in 2008.  Shawn discussed topics in 
waterfowl ecology at monthly meetings in 2008 and 
2009.  In 2008, he represented BPQ at the annual 
Congrès des ornithologues amateurs du Québec 
(COAQ) in Granby.  Shawn is currently a biology 
professor at Université Sainte-Anne in Church Point, 
Nova Scotia. 
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Fall 2010 West Island Hawk Watch Report  
 

This season was a step up from previous seasons, particularly for the Broad-winged Hawk flight. 
After slipping to lower and lower numbers over the last decade, this uptick in Broad-winged Hawks 
was very welcome. Bald Eagle numbers were equally a surprise, doubling last year’s count. By 
contrast, the Golden Eagle migration was a disappointment. 
 
The count began on September 3 after the passage of a very strong cold front that dropped the 
daytime temperature by 10 °C. Little moved for the first few days because winds were still strong 
from the SW to WSW.  Only when the wind switched to the NNW, and moderated, did birds begin 
to move in earnest. September 10 brought 2,528 hawks, 2,413 of which were Broad-winged 
Hawks. Also notable were 10 Bald Eagles and a single, very early, Golden Eagle. The balance was 
Ospreys, Sharp-shinned Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks and American Kestrels. This flight was followed 
the next day by 639 hawks, 529 of which were Broad-winged Hawks, with more Ospreys, Bald 
Eagles, Sharp-shinned Hawks and Red-tailed Hawks. After a cloudy day with zero migration on 
September 12, every day thereafter brought Turkey Vultures, Ospreys, Bald Eagles, Northern 
Harriers, Sharp-shinned Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks and more Broad-winged Hawks. By September 
19, the Broad-winged Hawk count had exceeded 3,500, the highest total since 1993. Contrast that 
with a mere 830 for 2009. What was most noticeable was the high number of immature birds, at 
least 50% of the total and probably more. Clearly, the Broad-winged Hawks had raised a record 
number of young to fledging, which was heartening indeed. We had seen little evidence of 
immatures in recent years. Notable were 11 Bald Eagles and two more Golden Eagles between 
September 17 and 19. The rest of the month saw only 100 or so hawks. 
 
 

October began with an excellent Turkey Vulture and 
Red-tailed Hawk flight, with yet more Bald and Golden 
Eagles. The remainder of the month saw mainly Red-
tailed and Red-shouldered Hawks, reaching totals of 853 
and 75 respectively, about average for the species. 
Turkey Vulture numbers for the month reached 315, well 
above average, with the largest flights of 80 and 113 on 
October 2 and 3 respectively. Our first Rough-legged 
Hawks appeared on October 11/12, with 28 on October 
31 the highest one day count. A Swainson’s Hawk seen 
on October 31 was our third in the last five seasons. 
 
 
November was quiet as usual, with just seven Bald 
Eagles, 15 Red-shouldered Hawks, 145 Red-tailed 
Hawks, 34 Rough-legged Hawks and 4 Golden Eagles, 
plus sundry other hawks. We continued the coverage 
into December, at least until it got too cold to continue. 
Six Red-tailed Hawks, a single Bald Eagle and a single 
Golden Eagle were the only hawks recorded. 
 

 
 

Hawk Watch 

By: Bob Barnhurst and Mabel McIntosh 
 

Species 
Spring 
2010 

30-Year 
Average 

Black Vulture 1 0 
Turkey Vulture 514 132 
Osprey 159 147 
Bald Eagle 75 25 
Golden Eagle 91 32 
Northern Harrier 83 67 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 221 171 
Coopers Hawk 7 4 
Northern Goshawk 1 2 
Red-shouldered Hawk 100 55 
Broad-winged Hawk 1917 878 
Red-tailed Hawk 1529 814 
Rough-legged Hawk 74 90 
Swainson's Hawk 0 - 
American Kestrel 42 44 
Merlin 0 3 
Peregrine Falcon 0 2 
Unidentified Raptors 50 40 
TOTAL 5706 4797 
Hours of observation 416 322 
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The totals for the season are listed in the table above, together with the 30-year average. Note the 
high number of Turkey Vultures (equal to last year’s record high), Bald Eagles (double the previous 
high of 28), Broad-winged Hawks (highest number since 1993) and the single Swainson’s Hawk. 
Also, note the disappointing Northern Harrier, Sharp-shinned Hawk, Golden Eagle and American 
Kestrel numbers. 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
Thank you to Christine Murphy for organizing the count on September 3 when Mabel and I couldn’t 
be there.  
 

 
Spring 2011 West Island Hawk Watch Report 

 
 

This year’s count was excellent overall with 4864 hawks tallied, second only to the count of 5779 
recorded in 1990.  New records for Turkey Vultures, Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles numbers 
were realised. 
 
The count got underway on March 5, one day earlier than last year, and only one day short of the 
earliest recorded start date of March 4, 2000.  Analysis of the 30-year data set shows that our start 
date for the spring season has become progressively earlier with each passing decade.  During the 
1980s, the average start date was March 19, that of the 1990s was March 15 and that of the 2000s 
was March 10.  (Note: we begin our count each year when the first significant warming trend 
occurs.)  Because of milder weather in February and early March, the fields around the site were 
largely free of snow by early March. Lake St. Francis, alongside which the hawkwatch is situated, 
was fully open by March 11, a very early date. 
 
March 5 brought a warm front with light NNE winds, backing to WSW, and our first Rough-legged 
Hawk. The first Red-tailed Hawk and Golden Eagle passed through on March 6, followed by the 
first Bald Eagle, and a second Golden Eagle, on March 8. More Rough-legged Hawks and two 
Golden Eagles migrated through on March 11. This coincided with the arrival of the first flocks of 
geese, Ring-billed Gulls and Killdeer, with temperatures topping out at 6 to 9ºC. After heavy rain on 
March 14, strong NE winds on March 15 gave way to light SW winds and record high temperatures 
on March 16 and 17. Over a period of six days, 7 Bald Eagles and 33 Golden Eagles flew by, 
joined by our first Red–shouldered Hawks, more harriers, Red-tailed Hawks, Rough-legged Hawks, 
and a few early Sharp-shinned Hawks. The highlight of the month came on March 20 when a Black 
Vulture flew over the site, a first for the spring migration since the hawkwatch began in 1980. This 
is particularly noteworthy because we had yet to see our first Turkey Vulture of the season.  
Moderate NE winds on March 21 and 22, and a mix of rain and wet snow on March 23, brought a 
stop to the migration. With the return of light-to-moderate W-WSW winds on March 24, hawks 
began to move once again. The day was marked by our biggest, one-day eagle flight ever. Five 
Bald Eagles and 20 Golden Eagles, all adults, paraded past the site, the majority after 1.00 p.m. 
EST. This included a kettle of seven Golden Eagles, visible for 20 minutes, the most we have ever 
recorded in one group.  The balance of the month saw a continuous flow of eagles, joined by our 
first Turkey Vultures of the season. Altogether, March alone brought 17 Bald Eagles and 68 
Golden Eagles. It became clear that we were headed for a record eagle flight.  
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Record amounts of snow to the south in New York State in late March kept birds back, despite 
favourable conditions in SW Quebec. The passage of a very strong warm front early on April 2, 
bringing record temperatures approaching 30C for two days, created a sort of perfect ‘storm’ of 
hawks.  On this day, an unprecedented early flow of hawks brought 119 Turkey Vultures, 13 Bald 
Eagles, 30 Northern Harriers, 10 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 27 Red-shouldered Hawks, 183 Red-
tailed Hawks, 20 Rough-legged Hawks, 5 Golden Eagles and 3 American Kestrel. As amazing as 
this flight was it was eclipsed the next day, when more very light NE to ENE winds brought kettle 
after kettle of low flying Red-tailed Hawks, accompanied by many vultures, other hawks, and 
eagles. The flight continued all day, with large numbers of hawks always in view.  Ninety Turkey 
Vultures, four Bald Eagles, 24 Northern Harriers, 30 Sharp-shinned Hawks, 4 Cooper’s Hawks, 41 
Red-shouldered Hawks, 907 Red-tailed Hawks (our biggest ever 1-day flight, spring or fall), 9 
Rough-legged Hawks, 4 Golden Eagles and 3 American Kestrels were tallied. Unfortunately, days 
such as this come but once in a decade, or less! April 3 and 4 gave us a small follow-up flight. The 
first five days of April saw 1663 hawks counted, 1,131 of them Red-tailed Hawks, or 68% of the 
total. Eagles alone tallied 32 birds in all. As it turned out, the majority of our Red-tailed Hawks 
came by on these first five days of April. Poor migration conditions prevailed for the next several 
days but, thereafter, apart from two rainy days, improving conditions brought a steady, albeit 
unspectacular, flow of hawks. Broad-winged Hawks started coming though on April 19, as did 
Ospreys. Eagle numbers dropped off, but nearly all of the Golden Eagles that were sighted were 
immatures. April brought 2451 hawks in total, made up of 387 Turkey Vultures, 66 Northern 
Harriers, 83 Red-shouldered Hawks, 1347 Red-tailed Hawks, 40 Rough-legged Hawks and 51 
eagles. 
 
May was to bring us another surprise. After a moderate flight of 316 hawks on May 1, the passage 
of a strong warm front on May 2, bringing with it record high temperatures and light E to WSW 
winds, brought 1369 Broad-winged Hawks, accompanied by smaller numbers of Turkey Vultures, 
Ospreys, Bald Eagles, Northern Harriers, Sharp-shinned Hawks, Red-tailed Hawks and American 
Kestrels. Higher Broad-winged Hawks numbers have been lacking over the last decades or so, but 
the last three years have seen a return to numbers more typical of the 1980s and early 1990s. We 
hope that this trend continues. Turkey Vultures and Ospreys predominated for the rest of the 
season, which ended on May 16.  
 
The seasonal totals for 2010 are given here. Of 
particular note is the record number of Turkey 
Vultures, 71 more than last year’s previous high 
count of 443. With it, the first 500+ season of this 
species was finally recorded, a possibility only 
dreamt of as little as a decade ago. Another new 
record was provided by the 75 Bald Eagles sighted, 
many of which were immatures.  After six years, 
Red-shouldered Hawks once more topped 100 for 
the season, dwarfing the 17 sighted the year before. 
Broad-winged Hawks numbers climbed back to 
almost 2000, the highest since 1993! The Red-tailed 
Hawk tally reached 1,529, which, although not the 
record season we had hoped for, was still the 
second highest ever. Last, but not least, the tally of 
91 Golden Eagles was not only the highest ever, by 
11 birds, but it represented a continued yearly 
growth (together with that of Turkey Vultures and 
Bald Eagles) that shows no sign of slowing.  
 

Species 
Fall 
2010 

30-year 
Average  

Black Vulture 0 0 
Turkey Vulture 349 88 
Osprey 57 56 
Bald Eagle 56 10 
Golden Eagle 16 11 
Northern Harrier 44 70 
Sharp-shinned Hawk 270 428 
Coopers Hawk 1 8 
Northern Goshawk 0 5 
Red-shouldered Hawk 92 100 
Broad-winged Hawk 3,519 2,564 
Red-tailed Hawk 1,146 1,246 
Rough-legged Hawk 66 58 
Swainson's Hawk 1 0 
American Kestrel 71 100 
Merlin 2 6 
Peregrine Falcon 3 4 
Unidentified Raptors 13 337 
TOTAL 5,706 4,797 
Hours of observation 437 413 
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Research is currently being conducted, by two different groups, on Bald Eagles and Golden Eagles 
fitted with geolocators. The first is a collaboration between the Delaware-Otsego Audubon Society, 
the National Aviary, the Carnegie Museum of Natural History, Penn State and MRNF (Quebec), 
et.al. (Appalachia corridor). The second is a program of the Center for Conservative Biology, 
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA (Upper Chesapeake Bay).  Tracking data from 
these projects is showing that many of our Bald Eagles originate from Chesapeake Bay, while the 
majority of our Golden Eagles move up from Pennsylvania. Before this research was undertaken, 
we had no idea from where our birds came. It now appears that a majority of eagles, at least those 
breeding in central Quebec and Labrador, pass over, or come close to, our Eagle Crossing site 
near Valleyfield, Quebec. Most notably, the data show that the eagles are faithful to their 
established migration routes, which they follow year after year, in both spring and fall. 

 
 

 
Montreal  

 
 
The final tally from the 75th Montreal Christmas Bird Count (CBC), held on Saturday December 
18, 2010, was 70 species. Five additional species were recorded during count week but not on 
count day. This brought the overall total to 75.  

Some of the more interesting birds recorded included a Bald Eagle near Heron Island, a Ruby-
crowned Kinglet at Côte-Sainte-Catherine, three Eastern Bluebirds in Kahnawake Reserve and a 
Brown Thrasher at Parc des Rapides. A European Goldfinch was recorded for the first time this 
year. These birds have always been fitful breeders in North America. In recent years breeding 
populations have been established in Illinois and Wisconsin. There is no way of knowing whether 
this popular cage bird, often labeled an “exotic”, was a breeding vagrant or an escapee. A record 
total of 23,737 birds were recorded this year. The previous high count was 18,384 in 2005. Most 
of the massive increase can be attributed to the large number of crows counted at the Montreal 
crow roost by Lance Laviolette and his assistants.  

 
Jean Demers continues as Assistant Compiler in charge of developing our FeederWatch 
program. In total we had 14 FeederWatchers this year scattered around the count area. Their 
observations are now having an important impact on overall species numbers and contributed 
some new record highs. The after-count compilation, attended by about 45 people, was held at 
the Montreal West Curling Club. The relaxed and cozy atmosphere is an ideal venue for our 
event. The new compilation format, which consists of inputting sector counts for each bird, 
displayed on a large screen, was also well received.  

 
Jeff Harrison   
Compiler  

Christmas Bird Counts 2010 
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Hudson 
 
The Hudson Christmas Bird Count (CBC) took place on January 2, 2011 in much more clement 
conditions than those experienced the previous year.   Temperatures actually rose to a balmy 7 
degrees C, although the day was mainly cloudy and early risers experienced some light rain.  
There were 12 feeder and 57 field observers.  The latter were split into 17 parties, covering 
areas north as far as Oka, south to Valleyfield, west to Rigaud Mountain and east to Ile Perrot.   
Further splits saw the maximum number of parties in the field at any one time at 24.  The first 
birders were out and about owling at 05:30 and were rewarded with Eastern Screech Owls in 
excellent voice.  The last birders called it a day twelve hours later. 
  
A total of 55 species were observed, which is about average for the Hudson CBC, and a total of 
9090 individuals.  Unusual sightings were Greater Scaup (last seen in 1989), White-winged 
Scoter (last seen in 1991) and Pied-billed Grebe.  A Swamp Sparrow was observed during 
count week; this species has not been recorded on the count since 1990.   Record high counts 
were recorded for Mallard, Common Goldeneye, Wild Turkey, American Crow, Common Raven, 
Black-capped Chickadee, White-breasted Nuthatch and Bohemian Waxwing.   
  
After the count the compilation/pot luck supper was held at the Bentleys where pea soup and 
chilli were enjoyed by all.  As this is my last report as compiler of the Hudson CBC, I take this 
opportunity to thank all those who have faithfully come out over the past many years.   I wish my 
successor, Jean Demers, all the very best as he takes over as compiler.   
 
Alison Bentley 
Compiler 
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McGill Bird Observatory Highlights, June 2010 – June 2011 
 
McGill Bird Observatory (MBO) is a bird-banding station that focuses on migration monitoring, volunteer 
training and research. The station was established in Sainte-Anne-de-Bellevue in 2004 by The Migration 
Research Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization dedicated to the study of wildlife movements, 
especially as they relate to population monitoring and conservation  
 
Seasonal Highlights 
 
MBO completed the second season of its five-year commitment to the Monitoring Avian Productivity and 
Survivorship (MAPS) program in the summer of 2010. The number of species banded (25) remained the 
same as in 2009; however, the numbers of individuals banded increased to 125. Nine of the ten most 
frequently banded species this year were also in the top-ten list in 2009: Song Sparrow, Black-capped 
Chickadee, American Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Red-eyed Vireo, Yellow Warbler, Downy Woodpecker, 
Baltimore Oriole and Rose-breasted Grosbeak. This is a good indication of the stability of MBO’s 
breeding populations. 
 
MBO operated its sixth full Fall Migration Monitoring Program (FMMP), covering the 13-week period from 
1 August through 30 October. A one-hour census trail was walked daily, and nets were open for five 
hours beginning at sunrise except when limited by inclement weather; only four days of banding were 
completely lost to rain, snow, or wind, and 
the record total of 6061 net hours reflected 
the generally good weather throughout the 
season.  
 
The FMMP total of 6808 birds banded was 
a record, more than double last year’s total 
of 3,390, and well above the previous high 
of 5,101 set in 2008. To a large extent, this 
year’s totals are due to an exceptional 
movement of Yellow-rumped Warblers, 
including 2,359 banded, out of over 6,000 
individuals observed. This fits the six-year 
pattern we have observed at MBO, with far 
more of them banded in “even” years 
(average 1,538) compared to “odd” years 
(average 110), despite comparable effort 
across years. 
 
Our peak period spanned weeks 8-10 of our 
13-week season, with over 1000 birds banded 
in  each  of   those   three   weeks,  
including a record high 1,279 in week 8 (September 19-25), and largely coinciding with the peak of 
Yellow-rumped Warbler migration. However, we had record high counts in 7 out of 13 weeks, reflecting 
that it was a great fall for a variety of species. One particular highlight of this record-breaking season was 
banding our first Pine Warbler ever, increasing our count of species banded to 106. 
 
Overall, our top 10 species for fall 2010 included three sparrows (Song Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, 
Slate-coloured Junco) and four warblers (Yellow-rumped, Magnolia, Nashville, American Redstart) plus 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Black-capped Chickadee and American Robin. Half of these species have 
consistently been in our fall top-ten every year (Ruby-crowned Kinglet, American Robin, Magnolia 
Warbler, White-throated Sparrow, and Song Sparrow). Red-bellied Woodpecker and Common Tern were 
observed for the first time, bringing the cumulative site list to 202 species. 
 

McGill Bird Observatory Report 
 

By: Gay McDougall-Gruner 

A second-year Hoary Redpoll - the 107th species 
banded at McGill Bird Observatory  
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The Northern Saw-whet Owl Migration Monitoring program was very successful this year, with a record 
count of 122 banded, plus two foreign recoveries and two Eastern Screech-Owls.  
 
MBO’s winter season began on 31 October and ran to 27 March. Overall we observed 52 species and 
banded 449 birds of 19 species. Common Redpoll dominated at the feeders and in the nets. Also of note 
a lone Hoary Redpoll was observed and eventually banded, becoming the 107th species banded at MBO.  
 
More records were set during our 2011 Spring Migration Monitoring Program. 136 species were observed 
on site this spring and 900 individuals of 62 species were banded. This is approximately 27% more birds 
than in 2010 and well above the previous spring record of 828 individuals established in 2008. Just over 
one quarter of the species banded this spring (i.e. 16 of 62) were in record numbers for the season. Most 
noteworthy was Yellow-rumped Warbler, our most abundant species this season with a total of 102 
banded, more than double the previous spring record of 47 set in 2008. Two other warblers doubled their 
previous high, Canada Warbler with 10 (compared to 5 in 2007) and American Redstart (13, vs. 6 in each 
of 2005, 2008, and 2009), as did Yellow-bellied Flycatcher (5, vs. 2 in 2006) and American Tree Sparrow 
(15, vs. 7 in 2006).  

Detailed banding logs of each season can be found at http://www.migrationresearch.org/mbo/log.html.  

Education, training and research 

MBO published a five-year summary report in the fall of 2010. McGill Bird Observatory Five-Year Report 
#1: 2005-2009, compiled and written by Marcel Gahbauer is available for download at 
http://www.migrationresearch.org/mbo.html. 

While the primary focus at MBO is avian research, education is also very important. MBO is very 
fortunate to have a strong core of volunteers; approximately 45 individuals received training during the 
year. Volunteers are essential to the smooth operation of the station. In addition, we also provided 
training to 39 members of the McGill Ornithology class, all of whom came out at least twice during the 
season. 34 members of the Natural History of Vertebrates class visited as a group, and many returned to 
participate as full volunteers later in the season. 
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Table 1. Cumulative statistics for the McGill Bird Observatory for 2006-2010.  
 

 June 5  
2006 

June 5  
2007 

June 5  
2008 

June 5  
2009 

June 5 
 2010 

June 5 
2011 

Number of birds banded 5,951 10,056 13,799 19,765 24,260 32,540 

Number of species banded 95 98 105 105 105 107 

Number of returns 165 284 422 557 742 891 

Number of species returned 25 28 30 34 37 37 

Number of species observed  178 186 194 198 200 202 

Number of net hours 9,455.6 16,519.8  24,858.0 33,445.8 43,088.6 52,086.1 

# Birds banded/100 net hours 62. 9 60. 9 55. 5 59. 1 56. 3 62.5 
 

For more information, please visit our website at http://www.migrationresearch.org/mbo/research.html. 
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Independent Auditor's Report

To the Members of

The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of The Province of Quebec Society for the
Protection of Birds, Inc., which comprise the statement of financial position as at February 28, 2011
and the statements of revenue and expenditures - General Fund, fund balances and cash flows for the
year then ended, and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory
information.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian generally accepted accounting principles, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures
in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the entity's internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as
well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our qualified audit opinion.
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Independent Auditor's Report

Basis for Qualified Opinion

In common with many charitable organizations, the Society derives revenue from donations and cash
receipts the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification. Accordingly,
our verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the Society.
We were unable to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary to revenue, excess of
revenue over expenditures, assets and fund balances.

Qualified Opinion

In our opinion, except for the effects of the matter described in the Basis for Qualified Opinion
paragraph, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of
The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc. as at February 28, 2011 and the
results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian
generally accepted accounting principles.

1

Chartered Accountants

Montréal, Québec
May 16, 2011

1 CA auditor permit No. 16740
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The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position

February 28 2011 2010

Internally
Restricted

Invested in A.W. Kelly Property Land
General Capital Bequest Fund Acquisition Stewardship

Fund Assets Unrestricted Fund Fund Total Total

Assets
Current

Cash $ 6,594 $ - $ - $ - $ - $ 6,594 $ 8,153
Short-term investments (Note 3) 619,621 - 1,936,722 - - 2,556,343 2,509,868
Accounts receivable 1,397 - - - - 1,397 1,517
Interfund receivable, non-interest bearing - - - 93,429 72,000 165,429 165,429

627,612 - 1,936,722 93,429 72,000 2,729,763 2,684,967
Capital assets

Land - 410,813 - - - 410,813 410,813
Office equipment - 117 - - - 117 234

$ 627,612 $ 410,930 $ 1,936,722 $ 93,429 $ 72,000 $ 3,140,693 $ 3,096,014

Liabilities and Fund Balances
Current

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 11,903 $ - $ - $ - $ - $ 11,903 $ 10,087
Interfund payable, non-interest bearing 165,429 - - - - 165,429 165,429

177,332 - - - - 177,332 175,516

Fund balances
General Fund 450,280 - - - - 450,280 261,430
Invested in capital assets - 410,930 - - - 410,930 411,047
A.W. Kelly Bequest Fund - unrestricted (Note 2) - - 1,936,722 - - 1,936,722 2,082,592
Property Acquisition Fund (Note 2) - - - 93,429 - 93,429 93,429
Internally Restricted Land Stewardship Fund

(Notes 2 and 9) - - - - 72,000 72,000 72,000

450,280 410,930 1,936,722 93,429 72,000 2,963,361 2,920,498

$ 627,612 $ 410,930 $ 1,936,722 $ 93,429 $ 72,000 $ 3,140,693 $ 3,096,014

Contingency (Note 5)

On behalf of the Board

 Director  Director
The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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 The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

Statement of Revenue and Expenditures - General Fund

For the year ended
 
February 28 2011 2010

Revenue
Investment income $ 60,478 $ 59,502
Activities income 14,958 3,629
Membership fees 13,033 12,178
Donations 3,022 3,283

91,491 78,592

Expenditures
Capital Donation (Note 7) 250,000 -
Administration and newsletter 18,668 17,063
Professional fees 11,305 10,944
Grants awarded 9,940 10,800
Sanctuary maintenance and taxes 7,677 7,820
Activities 7,544 8,289

305,134 54,916

Excess of (expenditures over revenue) revenue over
expenditures for the year $ (213,643) $ 23,676

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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 The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

Statement of Fund Balances

For the year ended
 
February 28, 2011

Internally
Restricted

Invested in A.W. Kelly Property Land
General Capital Bequest Fund Acquisition   Stewardship

Fund Assets Unrestricted Fund    Fund Total

Balance, beginning of year $ 261,430 $ 411,047 $ 2,082,592 $ 93,429 $ 72,000 $ 2,920,498

Unrealized gain on available-for-sale
investments for the year  256,623 - - - - 256,623

Excess of expenditures over revenue
for the year (213,643) - - - - (213,643)

Amortization of office equipment - (117) - - - (117)

Interfund transfers (Notes 2 and 7) 145,870 - (145,870) - - -

Balance, end of year $ 450,280 $ 410,930 $ 1,936,722 $ 93,429 $ 72,000 $ 2,963,361

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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 The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

Statement of Fund Balances

For the year ended February 28, 2010

Internally
Restricted

Invested in A.W. Kelly Property Land
General Capital Bequest Fund Acquisition   Stewardship

Fund Assets Unrestricted Fund    Fund Total

Balance, beginning of year $ (22,921) $ 410,812 $ 1,983,421 $ 93,429 $ 26,400 $ 2,491,141

Unrealized gain on available-for-sale
investments for the year  405,798 - - - - 405,798

Excess of revenue over expenditures
for the year 23,676 - - - - 23,676

Transfer to Land Stewardship Fund (Note 9) (45,600) - - - 45,600 -

Acquisition of capital assets (352) 352 - - - -

Amortization of office equipment - (117) - - - (117)

Interfund transfers (Note 2) (99,171) - 99,171 - - -

Balance, end of year $ 261,430 $ 411,047 $ 2,082,592 $ 93,429 $ 72,000 $ 2,920,498

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

 Statement of Cash Flows

For the year ended
 
February 28 2011 2010

Cash flows from operating activities
Excess of (expenditures over revenue) revenue over

expenditures for the year $ (213,643) $ 23,676
Changes in non-cash working capital balances

Accounts receivable 120 1,691
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 1,816 87

(211,707) 25,454

Cash flows from investing activities
Acquisition of capital assets - (352)
Purchase of short-term investments - (50,000)
Proceeds on redemption of short-term investments 273,935 89,552
Reinvested income (63,787) (65,501)

210,148 (26,301)

Decrease in cash during the year (1,559) (847)

Cash, beginning of year 8,153 9,000

Cash, end of year $ 6,594 $ 8,153

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2011

1. General Information

The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc. (the "Society") was
incorporated as a corporation without share capital under Part III of the Québec Companies
Act on April 29, 1931 and operates under the name Bird Protection Quebec. The objects of
the Society are detailed in its letters patent and include the elicitation and fostering of the
interest of the public in the birds that frequent the Province of Québec. As a registered charity
entity, the Society is a recognized non-profit organization under the Income Tax Act and
therefore not subject to income taxes.

The Society's objective is to carry on its operations without pecuniary gain to its members and
any profits or other accretions to the Society are to be used in promoting its objectives.

2. Significant Accounting Policies   

The accounting policies followed by the Society are in accordance with Canadian generally
accepted accounting policies. Outlined below are the policies considered particularly
significant:

Fund Accounting In order to ensure compliance with the limitation and restriction
placed on the use of resources available to the Society, the
accounts are maintained in accordance with the principles of
fund accounting. This procedure groups resources for
accounting purposes into funds according to similar activities or
specific objectives. Therefore, separate accounts are
maintained for each fund, and the statement of financial position
regroups the following funds:

General Fund

The General Fund accounts for the administrative activities of
the Society. This Fund reports unrestricted resources and
restricted operating grants.

Capital Assets Fund

The Capital Assets Fund reports the assets, liabilities, revenue
and expenditures related to the Society's capital assets.

A. W. Kelly Bequest Fund

The A.W. Kelly Bequest Fund consists of surpluses of
investment income from the A. W. Kelly Will Trust accumulated
during the 25 years since his death, together with the capital
from the residue of his Estate received in October 2006. Income
in excess of 5% generated by this Fund will support financially
activities of the Society, unless decided otherwise by the Board
from time to time. 

9



The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2011

 Property Acquisition Fund

The Property Acquisition Fund represents surpluses set aside
by the Board to be applied to future land purchases.

Internally Restricted Land Stewardship Fund

The Fund represents surpluses set aside by the Board to
safeguard the stewardship of its properties.

Capital Assets Purchased capital assets are recorded at cost. Donated capital
assets are recorded at fair value at the date of donation.

The office equipment is amortized using the straight-line
method over three years. 

Revenue Recognition The Society follows the deferred method of accounting for
contributions whereby restricted contributions related to
expenses of future periods are deferred and recognized as
revenue in the period in which the related expenditures are
incurred. Restricted contributions, comprised of restricted
donations and grants, are defined as contributions on which
stipulations are imposed that specify how the resources must
be used. Unrestricted contributions, comprised of membership
fees, activities income and unrestricted donations, are
recognized as revenue when received or receivable if the
amount to be received can be reasonably estimated and
collection is reasonably assured. Investment income is
recognized as revenue is earned.

Investment income and unrealized gain or loss on
available-for-sale investments are recognized as revenue of the
General Fund and A. W. Kelly Bequest Fund.

Use of Estimates The preparation of financial statements in conformity with
Canadian generally accepted accounting principles requires
management to make estimates and assumptions that affect
the amounts reported in the financial statements and
accompanying notes. Actual results could differ from those
estimates.

Contributed Services Volunteers contribute a significant number of hours per year to
assist the Society to carry out its activities. Because of the
difficulty of determining their fair value, contributed services are
not recognized in the financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2011

Financial Instruments The Society's financial instruments consist of cash, short-term
investments, accounts receivable, interfund receivable,
accounts payable and interfund payable. Unless otherwise
noted, it is management's opinion that the Society is not
exposed to significant interest, currency or credit risks arising
from these financial instruments. The fair values of these
financial instruments approximate their carrying values, unless
otherwise noted.

The Society has chosen to apply Section 3861, Financial
Instruments - Disclosure and Presentation in place of Section
3862, Financial Instruments - Disclosures and Section 3863,
Financial Instruments - Presentation.

The Society classifies its financial instruments into one of the
following categories based on the purpose for which the asset
was acquired. The Society's accounting policy for each category
is as follows:

Held-for-trading 

This category is comprised of cash. They are carried in the
statement of changes in financial position at fair value with
changes in fair value recognized in the statement of revenue
and expenditures. Transaction costs related to instruments
classified as held-for-trading are expensed as incurred. 

Available-for-sale Investments

This category is comprised of cash and pooled funds classified
as short-term investments. When they have a quoted market
price in an active market, they are carried at fair value. Any
unrealized gains or losses related to available-for-sale
investments are excluded from operations and are included in
the statement of fund balances until such gains or losses are
realized or an other than temporary impairment is determined to
have occurred and the financial asset is then written down to
fair value. When they do not have a quoted market price in an
active market, they are carried at cost. Transaction costs
related to available-for-sale investments are expensed as
incurred.

Held-to-maturity 

This category is comprised of term deposits classified as
short-term investments. These assets are non-derivative
financial assets with fixed or determinable payments and fixed
maturities that the Society’s management has the positive
intention and ability to hold to maturity and comprises certain
investments in debt securities. These assets are initially
recognized at fair value and subsequently carried at amortized
cost, using the effective interest rate method, less any provision
for impairment. Transaction costs related to instruments
classified as held-to-maturity are expensed as incurred.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2011

Loans and Receivables

Accounts receivable and interfund receivable are classified as
loans and receivables. These assets are non-derivative
financial assets resulting from the delivery of cash or other
assets by a lender to a borrower in return for a promise to repay
on a specified date or dates, or on demand. They arise
principally through the provision of goods and services to
customers (accounts receivable), but also incorporate other
types of contractual monetary assets. They are initially
recognized at fair value and subsequently carried at amortized
cost, using the effective interest rate method, less any provision
for impairment. Transaction costs related to loans and
receivables are included in the amount initially recognized.

Other Financial Liabilities

Other financial liabilities include accounts payable and interfund
payable. These liabilities are initially recognized at fair value
and subsequently carried at amortized cost using the effective
interest rate method. Transaction costs related to other financial
liabilities are netted against the amount initially recognized.

The Society uses trade-date accounting for its available-for-sale
investments and held-to-maturity financial assets.

Changes in Accounting
Policies

The Society has adopted the following new Handbook section
issued by the CICA, effective March 1, 2010:

Accounting Changes

In June 2009, the CICA issued amendments to CICA Handbook
Section 1506, Accounting Changes. Section 1506 was
amended to exclude from its scope changes in accounting
policies upon the complete replacement of an entity's primary
basis of accounting. The amendments are effective for annual
and interim financial statements relating to fiscal years
beginning on or after July 1, 2009. The adoption of this new
standard did not have any material impact on the financial
statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2011

3. Short-term Investments    

2011 2010

Investments, available-for-sale
Pooled funds at market value (cost: $2,429,912;

2010 - $2,640,561) $ 2,505,843 $ 2,459,868

Investments, held-to-maturity 
Term deposit, 1.5% (2010 - 1.0%), maturing in October

2011, at amortized cost (market value: $50,500;
2010 - $50,000) 50,500 50,000

$ 2,556,343 $ 2,509,868

4. Donated Property    

Contributions invested in the Capital Assets Fund, included donated land received in the
following years, recorded at their fair value at the date of contribution.

1982 $ 38,300
1990 33,700
2005 69,350

$ 141,350

5. Contingency

In 2007, the Society purchased a property for a cash consideration of $190,000, net of
contributions of $20,000 received from Conservation de la Nature Québec, for which the
Society qualified for a grant from the "Ministère du Développement durable, de
l'Environnement et des Parcs" (the "Ministère") in the amount of $107,881 to cover a portion
of the acquisition cost of the property and other related expenses. The entire amount of the
grant was received in cash prior to February 29, 2008 through a bank financing arrangement
where the Ministère will be repaying the loan and the interest over a 38-month period, but the
Society is liable for the debt, if the Ministère does not respect the payment arrangement.

The balance of the loan as at February 28, 2011 is $3,083 (2010 - $39,231).

6. Income Taxes    

The Society is recognized as a non-profit organization under Section 149.1(1) of the Income
Tax Act (Canada). This status exempts the Society from income taxes.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2011

7. Commitments

The Society made a payment of $250,000 to support Nature Conservancy Canada (NCC) to
acquire the Falaise lands in Piédmont and Prévost as a nature reserve. The payment is
conditional on having a permanent representative on the steering committee, and that a
conservation servitude be registered 90 days after the date of purchase and that the Alfred
Kelly Nature Reserve name is agreed upon for the final territory. 

An additional $50,000 will be paid in December 2011 on condition that by then the NCC has
negotiated on behalf of the Society an arrangement with Piedmont municipality to remove
their liability to pay property taxes.

A third sum of an additional $50,000 will be paid on December 2012 conditional on the
satisfaction with the progress achieved in the first two years to establish effective policies and
structures to manage the land for conservation purposes.

The $250,000 was withdrawn from the unresticted A.W. Kelly Bequest Fund through a board
resolution. 

8. Capital Management

The Society's capital includes net fund balances. The Society's objectives in managing its
capital are to safeguard its ability to continue as a going concern so it can continue to protect
birds and foster the interest of the public in the birds that frequent the Province of Québec.
The Society manages and adjusts its capital structure according to the evolution of economic
conditions and risks related to underlying assets. Annual budgets are developed and
monitored to ensure the Society's capital is maintained at an appropriate level.

There are no external capital requirements.

The objectives of the Society in managing the capital did not change during the year.

9. Internal Restriction

The Society maintains a Land Stewardship Fund for which the Society had bound an
additional internal restriction in the amount of $Nil (2010 - $45,600) to safeguard the
stewardship of its properties. Balance of this internally restricted fund at February 28, 2011
amounted to $72,000.

10. Comparative Figures 

Certain of the comparative figures have been reclassified to conform to the current year's
presentation. 
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Bird Protection Quebec (The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds) is one of 
the oldest conservation organizations in Quebec. Since its founding in 1917, it has been active in 
bird protection and advocacy. In addition to managing and maintaining several bird sanctuaries, 

BPQ sponsors numerous bird-related education and research programs. 
 
 
 

For more information or to become a member write: 
 

Membership Secretary 
Bird Protection Quebec 
P.O. Box 43, Station B 

Montreal QC 
H3B 3J5 

 
 

or consult our website: www.birdprotectionquebec.org 
 

 
 
Protection des oiseaux du Québec (La société québéquoise de protection des oiseaux) est parmi 

les plus anciennes organisations de défense de la nature du Québéc. Depuis sa fondation en 1917 
elle a toujours pris une part active pour la protection des oiseaux. En plus d’administrer plusieurs 
réserves, Protection des oiseaux du Québec parraine de nombreux programmes d’éducation et de 

recherche en ornithologie. 
 
 
 

Pour de plus amples renseignements ou pour devenir membre veuillez écrire à: 
Secrétaire-Adhésions 

 
Protection des oiseaux du Québec 

C.P. 43, Station B 
Montréal QC 

H3B 3J5 
 
 

ou consultez notre site web : www.birdprotectionquebec.org 
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