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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 

Welcome to tchébec 2016-17, the Annual Report of Bird 

Protection Quebec. 

 

This report contains information that was presented at 

our Annual General Meeting held in May 2017, and more 

particularly our committee reports on their activities 

during the year.  Reading through them, it is amazing to 

note how many projects were on the go and how much 

was accomplished! 

 

During this report period, BPQ celebrated a very special 

milestone  – our 100th anniversary was January 4, 2017!  

More on that in the report. 

 

As always, a huge thank you goes out to all of our 

volunteers.  As an organization that relies solely on 

volunteers to operate, our core mission of Education, 

Conservation and Observation could not be realized 

without you. 

Any member interested in volunteering is encouraged to 

contact any officer or committee chair for information on 

how you can help.  

 

Barbara MacDuff 
President  
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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

Finance Committee 
Chaired by BPQ Treasurer Phyllis Holtz, the committee oversees all financial activities, including banking 

and investments.  The organization’s investments continue to be managed by Guardian Ethical 

Management. 

 

The Audited Financial Statements for the fiscal year March 1, 2016 to February 28, 2017, as presented 

by the Treasurer, are appended to this report. 

 

Membership 
Secretary:  Gay McDougall Gruner 

Members at Year-end:   407 

Category Breakdown: 

(Please note that a Family Membership is counted as two people. Therefore, while we have 331 

memberships, there are actually 407 members.) 

Category Count Total 
Members 

Family 76 152 

Regular 79 79 

Senior 93 93 

Student 4 4 

Life 79 79 

Total: 331 407 

 

We gained 41 new members this period which reflects a 10% increase in membership. 

 

Membership Services 
Members:  Jean Demers (Chair), Clémence Soulard, Averill Craig, Helen Kohler, David Mulholland 

The membership services committee attended all the monthly meetings, preparing the hall and serving 

coffee and cookies and making sure that all went smoothly.  Because of sound problems during the 

previous year, we bought our own sound system and Mat Mutzl made sure everything was working well.  
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We organized the AGM 2016, serving sandwiches, vegetables and, of course, wine.  We had our usual 

quiz that some found a bit too difficult!  

The January 2017 monthly meeting was special as it was the start of our 100th anniversary year, with a 

record attendance of 105 people!  We served sparkling wine and cupcakes. 
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Monthly Meetings 

We are thankful to Gail Desnoyers who has organized our monthly meetings for many years. Alison 

Hackney assisted Gail in 2016 and Gay Gruner and Barbara MacDuff organized speakers for the 100th 

anniversary year. Thankfully, Jeff Harrison has offered to organize speakers for 2018.  

Following were the speakers: 

 March 2016:  Jessica Head -  “Are Birds Sensitive to Environmental Pollutants?” 

 April 2016:  Melanie Guigueno -  “Cognition in Cowbirds” 

 October 2016:  Marcel Gahbauer -  “Assessing Species at risk” 

 November 2016:  Isabel-Anne Bisson -   “What Effect do Human Activities and Disturbances Have on 

Small, Free-Living Birds?”  

 December 2016:  Fred Hareau, Charlie Nims -  “Birding from Colorado to Arizona” 

 January: 2017:  Steven Price, President of Bird studies Canada -  “The State of Canadian Bird 

Conservation on the 100th Anniversaries of the Migratory Bird Convention and Bird Protection 

Quebec”  

 February 2017:  Jean-François Therrien -  “Snowy Owls: The Ultimate Nomads” 

 

 

Conservation Committee 
Members:  Jane Cormack (Chair) Frédéric Hareau, Diane Demers, Lance Laviolette, Barbara Frei, Barbara 

MacDuff, Paul Shay, Rodger Titman 

The Conservation Committee acts as a consulting body for BPQ when conservation issues come up. We 

are in a position to provide advice on sensitive conservation issues. It is not within our mandate to act as 

an advocacy group. We are supporting several projects that we see as important in engaging BPQ 

members. 
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SOS POP 

Frédéric Hareau is coordinating efforts for Suivi des espèces en péril (SOS POP) on behalf of BPQ. The 
main goal of this study is to identify important conservation sites for birds in peril. 

Marsh Monitoring 

Frédéric Hareau is coordinating Bird Studies Canada’s Marsh Monitoring program on behalf of BPQ. The 

purpose of this program is to collect information about marshland species. 

 

 

Cerulean Warblers 

Diane Demers continues to collect data on Cerulean Warblers, as she has done for the past several 

years. The purpose of this program, introduced through the BPQ Conservation Committee, is  1) to 

count singing males as accurately as possible while staying conservative on that number; 2) to find 

breeding evidence of the species from year to year; 3) to ensure consistency, to keep a regular 

monitoring of these data in the registers of BPQ; and 4) to contribute to the SOS – POP database.   

The number of birds found is listed in the George Montgomery Sanctuary report. 

As the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) has assigned endangered 
status to the Cerulean Warbler, we are quite interested in gathering and maintaining these data. 

Technoparc Montréal 

In August, we met with the Technoparc management team, representatives of the City of Ville St-

Laurent, and several other birding and environmental groups. It was an information session led by the 

Technoparc directors and the City. We were given the chance to raise a single question each.  BPQ 

submitted a report on the significance of the Technoparc for birds. 

(http://pqspb.org/downloads/conservation-technopark/bpq-report-Technoparc-EcoCampus-

9192016.pdf) 

http://pqspb.org/downloads/conservation-technopark/bpq-report-Technoparc-EcoCampus-9192016.pdf
http://pqspb.org/downloads/conservation-technopark/bpq-report-Technoparc-EcoCampus-9192016.pdf
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One of several marshes at the Technoparc 

 

A letter was also sent to Catherine McKenna, Minister of the Environment and Climate Change 

concerning the Least Bittern in the Parc.  

Kenauk 

Seven birders participated in surveys in Kenauk in September. This is a huge property eight kms north of 
Montebello, which is partly owned by Nature Conservancy of Canada (NCC). Data collected will be used 
by NCC to help them learn more about this protection project, which is one of the largest in Canada. Rob 
Alvo, consultant for NCC, wrote an excellent report that was featured in the February issue of The Song 
Sparrow.  

REM 

BPQ submitted a brief prepared by Daniel Néron, Environmental Consultant, on the Réseau électrique 

métropolitain (REM).  BPQ board member Paul Shay attended a meeting sponsored by the Caisse de 

dépôt et placement du Québec (CDPQ) about changes to the train project. 

 

Property Acquisition Committee 
Members:  Simon Duval, Richard Gregson, Joël Bonin, Lance Laviolette 

On November 6, 2016, Joel Bonin of the Nature Conservancy Canada - Quebec organized a trip to Covey 

Hill to visit a property that is for sale and that has great ecological value. The property, made up of Jack 

Pines and bog loving plants, was of great interest to all. 
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In June 2016, BPQ received the will of Dr. Alec Lucas and learned that he left property - approximately 

400 acres that is located north of Plaisance, Quebec - to Bird Protection Quebec. 

 

Sanctuaries Committee 
Members:  Francine Marcoux (Chair), Nick Acheson, Frédéric Hareau, Diane Demers, Marie-France 
Boudreault, Barbara MacDuff, Jane Cormack, Jeff Harrison, Helen Kohler 

Ile aux Perroquets is located in Blanc-Sablon and is part of the Brador Refuge. The Canadian Wildlife 

Service conducts a census of bird population on the two islands of the refuge every 5 years.  Biologist 

Jean-François Rail was pleased to let us know that the data for 2015 should be positive since the Atlantic 

Puffin population has increased after showing a decrease in 2010, along with the Common Murres and 

the Razorbill. 

 

                    Photo: M. Déziel 

A project with Quebec Labrador Foundation is also positive for the protection of our island. The main 

goal is to develop population awareness towards different threats to the birds and how to minimize 
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them.  Mrs Kathleen Blanchard will be the supervisor and will also work to complete a new 

interpretation panel to be installed this summer in the city at the observation platform. 

Alderbrooke Sanctuary is located in the Eastern Townships. It is a beautiful territory still very wild and 

difficult to access. As chair of the committee, Francine Marcoux participated with Caroline Tanguay, a 

botanist with NCC, to do a survey on special plants that can be found in this area.  We were very 

fortunate to find a very rare fern called Thelypteris Simulata considered an endangered species in 

Quebec.  

 Breckenridge Sanctuary is located in Gatineau and was visited last June by a group of past and present 

board members. We had made arrangements with Robert Alvo, consultant for NCC, to be our guide and 

to show us the different habitats of this large territory.  We ended our field trip with a list of 61 different 

species of birds and were quite pleased with our visit. 

Îlet Vert and Île aux Canards are two 

islands owned by BPQ located in the 

St. Lawrence near Varennes.  We 

have been informed that NCC has 

been working on a very important 

project to develop the access to these 

private islands (7). They asked that 

we join them and see how this work 

could also benefit our islands. There 

is still a lot of work to be done and 

decisions to be made but the goal for 

all of us is to make sure that 

conservation and education are 

respected during this project. 

Alfred Kelly Reserve is located in the Laurentians.  BPQ has been involved with the five year “Plan 

Directeur” that was put together and is now in effect until 2021. That involved many meetings in 

Piedmont that were attended by Francine Marcoux, Barbara MacDuff and Marie-France Boudreault. 

There is also a very active monitoring that is being done concerning the Peregrine Falcon by Pierre 

Dupuy, Biologist, and two other dedicated volunteers.  Up to now the results are positive.  

 Driscoll-Naylor Sanctuary is located in Hudson and is probably 

the smallest piece of land that was given to us.  It is a charming 

place that consists mainly of a marsh so there is a lot of life and 

interesting birds to see when you visit the site.  Member Wayne 

Grubert and a young volunteer have installed a new Wood Duck 

box and hope that it will encourage Wood Ducks to keep coming 

to the area. 
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The George H. Montgomery Sanctuary Working Group Report  
Members:  Nick Acheson, Jane Cormack, Richard Gregson, Frédéric Hareau, Diane Demers, Daniel Néron, 

David Bird 

The following is an update on the progress of the revitalization of this important BPQ sanctuary. 

Posters and map 
Full-colour posters showing photographs of bird species seen in the Sanctuary, and a large colour map 

showing trails and different environments in the Sanctuary, were designed by Yannick Sauro, a graphic 

artist.  These are now ready to be installed at both the northern and western entrances to the 

Sanctuary. 

Dam 

We continued discussions about the possibility of installing a small dam at the outlet of the Ruisseaux 

aux Menés, that would raise the water level in the marsh to the levels achieved when the old beaver 

dam was intact. This could reduce the invasion of the marsh by invasive phragmites, and could prolong 

the life of this wetland, with its great biodiversity. The limnological characteristics of Streit’s pond, at its 

current level, including basin depth, water chemistry and nutrient status, and phytoplankton community 

taxonomy, were determined in the fall of 2016 by David Bird, member of BPQ and professor at UQAM. 

Our next steps are to carry out bathymetric studies of the marsh to determine water volumes involved, 

and an inventory of plant species in the wetland areas. We also need to ensure that the neighbors on 

whose lands the dam would be built are on board.  

Wood Duck nest boxes 

On February 26, six BPQ members made an attempt to clean the 

Wood Duck boxes. It was mild and they waded through nearly a foot 

of water on the pond to reach the boxes. One revealed nothing. Two 

boxes were filled with nests made of phragmites and contained small 

brown feathers. Two boxes could not be reached.  The sixth box was 

attached to a snag that had broken off. The box was recovered and 

found to also be filled with phragmites used for nesting. 

Observation platform 

We decided to go ahead with a project to install a small (12 x 16-ft) two-storey observation 

platform/blind at the southern end of the marsh. This will allow better observation of marsh birds as 

well as birds on Streit’s pond. It will replace a previous platform built around a tree nearby the same 

location, which has fallen down and been removed. However, we discovered that we need approval of 

the Quebec Ministry of Sustainable Development, Environment and the Fight against Climate Change, as 

this is in a wetland. We have submitted the forms and, once we finish the plant inventory referred to 

above, we hope to have their approval and build the platform late this fall. 
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Sugar shack 

We have received a demolition permit from the town of St. Armand for removal of the sugar shack. The 

doors were recently removed by someone and we are worried about further vandalism. It serves no 

purpose as it is. We are currently looking for a company that will remove it in exchange for the materials 

(lots of wooden boards). We hope to build a small rain shelter and add a picnic table to the site once the 

sugar shack is gone. 

Western Entrance 

Some time ago, we made an agreement with the Quebec Ministry of Transport that allows us to set up a 

new western entrance to the Sanctuary if and when route 133 is converted to an autoroute, cutting off 

access to the former motel and our present parking area. This new entrance and parking area is next to 

a shuttered building just north of a parking lot at the 

Canada/US border. It can be accessed by making a U- turn at 

the end of the highway, before passing the Canada border 

buildings. This arrangement will save the Ministry from 

having to engineer a new road downhill from the truck stop, 

leading to our present parking area. That projected new road 

would be expensive and would destroy some vegetation; 

furthermore, we would be responsible for its upkeep, and it 

would probably be inaccessible when covered with snow. 

However, we will have to establish a trail that leads from our new entrance to the western and southern 

parts of the Sanctuary. We have no news about when, if ever, the new autoroute will be built, so this 

project is on hold, and the old motel entrance continues to be functional.  

Cerulean Warblers 

Diane Demers has continued to survey the forest in the southeastern part of the Sanctuary for Cerulean 

Warblers, an Endangered Species in Canada. Last summer she found at least three singing males during 

four trips in the month of June to this part of the Sanctuary. One of the males was singing a distinct song 

pattern that she had not heard in previous years. 

American Goldfinch trail 

In November, a small group installed yellow trail markers and established the trace of the American 

Goldfinch trail, leading north along the western edge of the marsh, up to the degraded northern 

boardwalk. Presently all trails that are on our map are marked, except the trail leading down from the 

northern entrance to the blind and feeders on the marsh edge. 

Weed control 

The Philipsburg committee has taken measures to eradicate patches of Garlic Mustard and Japanese 

Knotweed, two invasive plants. On June 22, several BPQ members joined volunteers from CIME and 

together managed to fill 50 large garbage bags with garlic mustard plants. BPQ members followed up 

with attempts to bring Japanese Knotweed under control during several visits over the summer. Special 

thanks to Dr. David Bird (UQÀM) who worked tirelessly during this campaign. 
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Grants Committee 
Members:  Richard Gregson (Chair), Barbara Frei, Jeff Harrison, Lance Laviolette, David Mulholland, Paul 

Shay 

 
After careful consideration, the following grants were proposed by the Grants Committee and approved 
by the BPQ Board.  
 

 
New applications (with comments where appropriate): 

Research and Conservation  

OOT (Tadoussac Bird Observatory) 
(1) Suivi migratoire du Quiscale rouilleux - MOTUS 

$15,000 for each of 3 years (2017-2019) 

OOT (Tadoussac Bird Observatory) 
(2) Programme de surveillance des nyctales  

$5,000 for each of 3 years (2017-2019) 

Corridor Appalachien - Projet de recherche et de 
conservation sur le faucon pèlerin et la grive de Bicknell dans 
les Appalaches du Sud du Québec 2017-2022. 

Total over 5 years = $13,336 
For this first year (2017)  they request 
$2,512 

L’Observatoire d’Oiseaux de Rimouski (this is a one-off 
addition to the sum already agreed from last year - 
emergency costs) 

 
$2,600 

Education  

Richelieu Valley Community Learning Centre 
 

$3,000 (invited to apply for further 
funding in 2018 subject to submission of 
a report on progress) 

Westmount Park United Church – Living Church, Faith in 
Nature Centre: Educational Nature Niche 

 
$1,000 

Redpath Museum - Proposal to revitalize the Quebec 
Biodiversity Displays in the Redpath Museum plus an online 
display featuring BPQ and its centenary 

 
$2,944 

Le Nichoir - continuation of existing project $7,500  
(invited to return in 2018 with a report 
on progress) 

Scouts Canada - Stipend for the Ecology Director at summer 
camp 

 
$3,000 
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Summary of multi-year commitments and current year grants: 

Agreed Previous Years 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

RQO Insectivorous birds project - third year $9,000     

MBO Migration monitoring - third year $3,000     

MBO Owl education project - third year $1,140     

MBO MOTUS - second year  $16,725 $7,500    

UQRimouski – second year $2,000 $2,000    

Total Previously Committed: $31,865     

New Grants & Commitments 

OOT - MOTUS $15,000 $15,000 $15,000   

OOT - Nyctales $5,000 $5,000 $5,000   

Corridor Appalachien $2,512 $,2587 $2,665 $2,745 $2,827 

L’Observatoire d’Oiseaux de Rimouski (2) $2,600     

Richelieu Valley Community Learning Centre $3,000     

Westmount Park United Church  $1,000     

Redpath Museum $2,944     

Le Nichoir $7,500     

Scouts Canada $3,000     

 

Total for 2017 =                $74,421  … from a budget of $80,000 

 
 
The grants committee, having decided that it is time to be more proactive in finding research and 
educational groups and projects working in fields that fit well with our priorities, will work with the BPQ 
board to define those priorities.  We will be bringing more details to the board in the coming months.  
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Christmas Bird Count Committees 

MONTREAL - Sheldon Harvey & Darlene Harvey 
BPQ’s 81st annual Montreal Christmas Bird Count was held on December 17, 2016. 68 species of birds 
were recorded with a total of 18,483 birds, up substantially over last year’s 10,894.  71 people 
participated in the Count, covering 20 different territories throughout the count circle and covering a 
combined total of 618 kilometres of driving and walking, and generating a total effort of 107.25 hours.  
Of particular note this year was the record number of American Robins recorded on the Montreal count 
with over 4,100 observed throughout the territories.  

A post-count compilation party was held at the Montreal West Curling Club with approximately 30 
people in attendance, with food supplied by Bird Protection Quebec.  

Montreal            

               Hudson 

HUDSON - Jean Demers & Clémence Soulard 

The 2016 Hudson Christmas Bird Count was not one to remember:  it was below average, with only 54 

species and 5,579 birds, no record. As in the last 10 years or so, Party #15, composed of Bob Barnhurst 

and Mabel McIntosh, was the team that had the most species - 33. We had 54 participants in the field 

who logged 167 hours observing and travelled 885 km, plus 12 people at feeders who logged 44 hours 

watching. The participants had rather mild weather to deal with, which was a change compared to 

previous years.  

As usual we had our after-count meeting at a St-Hubert restaurant, where people exchanged stories 

about their day’s experiences over a glass of wine and finger foods, a great way to end a long day. 

Thanks to all for their dedication. 
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Hawkwatch Committee 
Members:   Mabel McIntosh (Chair) & Bob Barnhurst 

The spring and fall migrations were monitored, as usual.  The spring coverage ran from March 7 to    

May 20, while the fall coverage extended from 

September 2 to December 6.  It was a banner year for 

Golden Eagles at the spring site, with 106 birds 

recorded for the season, the second highest total 

ever. Thirty-five were counted on just one day in 

March. The fall migration proved a banner season for 

both Bald Eagles, with 64 recorded, including a one-

day high of 19 on 23 September, and Turkey Vultures, 

with 782 tallied, 375 being seen on 10 October alone, 

the highest number ever for the fall season. 

The Montreal hawk watches have now reached the 

ripe old age of 37. For the second year in a row the Ministry of Natural Resources, Wildlife and Parks of 

Quebec provided some limited funding for the project. In the fall, we began writing articles on 

hawkwatching around Montreal for the Society’s bi-monthly newsletter. This will continue through 2017 

as a part of BPQ’s centenary celebrations. 

Education Committee 
Members:  Barbara MacDuff (Chair), Gay McDougall Gruner, Fred Hareau , David Mulholland 

The education committee donated $1,800.00 to a banding camp for teens “Explos-Nature” located in 

Les Bergeronnes, Quebec. 

In January 2017, David Mulholland and Barbara MacDuff visited the official opening of Le Nichoir’s 

teaching classroom and observed a grade 3 class of 26 children learning about birds and how they are 

adapted to their environment. Instructor Joannie Gagnon did an excellent job of motivating the children. 

A request was made from member Wayne Grubert to provide seed for feeders located at the Vaudreuil 

Soulanges Palliative Care Centre located in Hudson.  A feeder is located outside each room and visitors 

enjoy seeing the birds. 

In May 2016, a bird survey was done at the Royal Montreal Golf Course. Several BPQ members 

participated and a large variety of warblers were seen. This activity is important as some club members 

would like to see the natural areas on the course “cleaned up”, thus destroying important bird habitats. 

The course has nest boxes for Eastern Bluebirds and Tree Swallows that are occupied.  Thanks to Nick 

Acheson, Ann & Peter Tarasoff and Rodger Titman for their help. 

Seed was provided for the feeders at the Morgan Arboretum, the McGill Bird Observatory and Vanier’s 

Field Station. 
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Field Trip Committee 
Members:  Wayne Grubert (Chair), David Mulholland, Sheldon Harvey, Darlene Harvey, Mat 

Mutzl 

 

 

Regularly Scheduled Trips: 

37 full day or half day weekend trips with 

 15 different leaders 

 26 different locations in and around Montreal  

 Average participation of 19 birders 

 Average of 38 species seen 

Additional trips 

Sheldon Harvey’s Summer Series of Birding 

 7 trips averaging 12 birders and 40 species  

 Manned BPQ booth at Le Nichoir Open House 

Jim Houghton Spring Warbler Walks 

 6 informal trips early on April/May Tuesday mornings on Westmount Summit, led by 

Jane Cormack 

Two Evening Trips in May - Île Bizard and Hudson 

 Average of 14 birders and 40 species 

Beginner's Birding 

 Three morning trips to the Morgan Arboretum and Parc-nature du Bois-de-L'Île-Bizard 

with Barbara MacDuff and the Education Committee in late April/early May averaged 13 

birders and 28 species 
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May and September Migratory Bird Walks at Ile-de-la-Visitation 

 A total of eight mid-week trips with Joel Coutu during peak migration period 

                
 

Field Trip Leaders during 2016/17 

Fred Hareau, Sandy Montgomery, Jean Demers, Clémence Soulard, Diane Demers, Jane Cormack, David 

Mulholland, Tom Long, Joël Coutu, Mat Mutzl, Barbara MacDuff, Sheldon Harvey, Darlene Harvey, Marc 

Boudreau (CRPF), Wayne Grubert 

Communications Committee 

Members:   Jane Cormack (Co-Chair), Connie Morgenstern (Co-Chair), Simon Duval 

 

The Song Sparrow Newsletter 

We publish The Song Sparrow newsletter five times a year for members and make this available on the 

website for a greater outreach. 

We would like to acknowledge the hard work of our proofreaders:  Jean Harwood Gregson, Karen 

Sherman, and Darlene Harvey.  We are also grateful to Bob Barnhurst and Mabel McIntosh for their 

series of articles on Hawkwatching, which began with the October newsletter, to our regular 

contributors - Barbara MacDuff (President), Sheldon Harvey, Pierre Bannon, Chuck Kling, and Wayne 

Grubert - as well as for all the great articles and photographs from our members and other occasional 

contributors.  

Website 

Over the course of the period, website updates have included the following: 

1. E-Commerce 
Installation of an e-commerce module to help streamline membership and donations payments and 

administrator notifications.  Other benefits included easier web-based product sales such as the 

100th Anniversary calendar.  
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2. Content Related 
Creation of several new general content pages  

 Tick and Lyme Disease Identification Page  

 Bird Friendly Gardening Tips 

 Bird Mortality Causes (focusing on human causes and cats) 

 100th Anniversary Content (some temporary)  
- 100 Years of BPQ History 

- 100th Anniversary Raffle Tickets 

- 100th Anniversary Special Events Gallery 

3. Blog 
Launching of the Early Birder Blog in September 2016 with a 100 day countdown to the January 4, 
2017 official 100th anniversary date.  Content aimed at a general audience and topics focus on bird 
conservation history, bird conservation, BPQ history, and general bird and birding trivia. 

 

 
4. Web Hosting 
 In November, web hosting was moved to a new provider with improved services. 
 

Social Media 

We noted a 34% increase in followers (friends), going from 1,089 to 1,457 on our Facebook page.  We 

use Facebook to draw the attention of birders to interesting media articles about birds and birding and 

to our upcoming events. We generally reach about 500 - 600 people per week through our posts.  All FB 

posts are duplicated on our Twitter feed so you can follow us there as well. 
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We also publish a weekly update listing our upcoming field trips and other events. This is sent by e-mail 

to well over 600 birdwatchers. We add to this distribution list at every event.  If you would like to add 

your name to this mailing list - just ask! 

Marketing, Publicity and Outreach Committee 
Members:  Sheldon Harvey (Chair), Mat Mutzl, Sharon Hayden 
 
The Committee participated in the following public events, staffing a kiosk to promote BPQ and its 
activities, distributing copies of our BPQ information pamphlet, copies of the BPQ Bird List, collecting 
donations and selling various BPQ merchandise.  In addition, at each of these events, the Committee 
collected names and e-mail addresses of those individuals interested in being added to the distribution 
list for our weekly update mailings. 
 

 March 19, 2016 – Earth Hour event in Westmount 
 April 16, 2016 – McGill Family Day at the Morgan Arboretum 
 June 4, 2016 – CCFA-Nature Expert Bird Fest 
 July 23, 2016 – Open House Day at Le Nichoir in Hudson 
 September 17, 2016 – Ecology Day in Ste-Anne-de-Bellevue 

 
 
 
McGill Family Day 
 

 
      Le Nichoir Open House  
 

 
Listings of all BPQ field trips, monthly lectures and special events are being posted to the Yahoo 
Songsparrow Group, the BPQ Facebook page, the Birdwatching in Quebec Facebook page and the McGill 
Students’ Birding Club Facebook page. 
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Several appearances were made on CBC Radio broadcasts by Sheldon Harvey and board member Chris 
Cloutier throughout the year to discuss various bird-related subjects and, when possible, promote BPQ.  
BPQ was also consulted on a number of bird-related subjects by local newspapers. 
 
The Committee continues to work with the Redpath Museum and McGill University to arrange co-
sponsored birding events such as nature walks and talks in Montreal at the Redpath, on Mount Royal 
and at the Morgan Arboretum. 
 
Sheldon Harvey continues to handle all in-coming calls to the BPQ cellphone, either responding to 
inquiries directly or passing messages along to the appropriate individual or committee within BPQ. 
 
Future Plans:  The Committee plans to develop new display material for the BPQ promotional kiosk, 
including a map of Quebec indicating our properties, a new drop-cloth table cover with the BPQ logo 
printed on it and having the BPQ logo printed on our display tent.  The Committee continues to look for 
additional public events and activities for BPQ to participate in. 

 

Other Committees 
 

tchébec:   Thanks to Darlene Harvey for producing BPQ’s Annual Report “tchébec”, and Christiane 

Tremblay for its translation into French. 

Archives Committee:   Thank you to Helen Meredith and Jean Demers for being liaisons with the McCord 

Museum. 

Thank you to Zofia Laubitz for responding to BPQ emails. 

 

100th Anniversary Working Group 
Members:   Barbara MacDuff (Chair), Marie-France Boudreault, Jean Demers, Gay McDougall Gruner, 

Sharon Hayden, Phyllis Holtz, Mat Mutzl, Sheldon Harvey, Bonnie Soutar, Jeff Harrison, Alison Hackney, 

Connie Morgenstern 

This committee has been meeting monthly for the past two years, 

preparing for BPQ’s 100th anniversary.  We started with a calendar 

photo contest, thanks to Mat Mutzl.  

We organized the 100th anniversary meeting in January 2017, with 

cupcakes and sparkling wine thanks to Sharon Hayden and 

members of the membership services committee.  Steven Price, 

president of Bird Studies Canada, was our guest speaker and 105 

people attended. 
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Gay McDougall and Barbara MacDuff worked on getting special speakers for this year. 

In February, we encouraged the public to take part in the Great Backyard Bird Count that was held at 

Morgan Arboretum.  Hot chocolate was served and there were activities for kids.  CBC gave us lots of 

publicity as did Global News.  Bonnie gave an excellent interview on Global News.  Thanks  to Bonnie 

Soutar, Mark Roper, Jean and Richard Gregson, Alison Hackney, Wayne Grubert, Claude Cloutier, Mat 

Mutzl, Sharon Hayden, Gay Gruner. 

We are working on plans for a dinner, with speaker Jeff Wells, Science & Policy Director for the Boreal 

Songbird Initiative, for November 2017. 

Thanks to member Wayne Grubert for writing a historical article about Bird Protection Quebec for 

Québec Oiseaux.  Andrew Coughlan, Quebec Program Manager for Bird Studies Canada, also wrote 

about BPQ for BSC’s magazine. 

 

 

              Photo and cover design by Mat Mutzl 
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BY-LAWS 
 
Members were called to attend a special general meeting on November 7, 2016.  The following is an 
extract from the minutes of that meeting. 
 
“The Special General meeting was convened for the purpose of updating the letters patent and the by-
laws of the Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds (Bird Protection Quebec). 
 
Two motions were presented to those in attendance. Each motion had been passed by the Board of 
Directors of the Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds (Bird Protection Quebec) on 
October 12, 2016. 
 
MOTION 1 
Letters Patent 
 
An application shall be made for supplementary Letters Patent for the Province of Quebec Society for 
the Protection of Quebec (Bird Protection Quebec) to include the following information: 
 

 the property and business of the Society shall be managed by a board of nine (9) to nineteen 
(19) directors of whom a majority shall constitute a quorum; 

 the corporation may hold immovable property for a value of up to $5 million; 

 any director may be removed from office upon the vote of a majority of the members at a 
meeting duly called for such purpose and may be replaced at the same meeting which so 
removes him or her, but the director so replacing him or her shall hold office only for the 
remainder of the term of office of the director he or she so replaces. 

 
This motion was ratified by over two-thirds of those in attendance at this Special General Meeting. 
There were no abstentions and no opposition to the motion. 
 
MOTION 2 
By-laws 
 
The by-laws of the Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds (Bird Protection Quebec) shall 
be modified to include the following clause: 
 

 The property and business of the Society shall be managed by a Board of nine (9) to nineteen 
(19) directors of whom a majority shall constitute a quorum. 

 
This motion was ratified by over two-thirds of those in attendance at this Special General Meeting. 
There were no abstentions and no opposition to the motion.” 
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ADMINISTRATION 
 
Directors of Bird Protection Quebec are elected by the membership each year at the Annual General 
Meeting held in late May.  Any member in good standing may run for election; details of the procedure 
to be followed are published in our newsletter at the beginning of each year.  The Board is composed of 
a minimum of nine and a maximum of 19 directors, each of whom is elected for a two year period of 
office.  No director may serve for more than ten consecutive years.  Officers of the charity are elected by 
the Board of Directors. 
 

 
Board of Directors 2016-17 

   
Nicholas Acheson Frédéric Hareau Helen Meredith 

Marie-France Boudreault Jeff Harrison David Mulholland 

Chris Cloutier Sharon Hayden Mathias Mutzl 

Jane Cormack  Phyllis Holtz Paul Shay 

Diane Demers Francine Marcoux  

Simon Duval Barbara MacDuff  

 
 
 

Officers 

 

President  Barbara MacDuff 

Vice-President  Jane Cormack 

Treasurer  Phyllis Holtz 

Secretary  Helen Meredith 
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Bird Protection Quebec was founded in 1917 and is a Canadian registered charity. 

Charitable Registration No.:   11925 2161 RR0001 

Website:   www.birdprotectionquebec.org 
E-mail:      birdprotectionquebec@gmail.com 
Bird Protection Quebec C.P. 358 succ. Saint-Charles, Kirkland QC H9H 0A4        Tel:  514-637-2141 
 

Tchébec Editor:  Darlene Harvey 

Photos:   Darlene Harvey (unless otherwise credited) 

French Translation: Christiane Tremblay 

 
         

http://www.birdprotectionquebec.org/
mailto:birdprotectionquebec@gmail.com
tel:514-637-2141
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Independent Auditor's Report

To the Members of
The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of The Province of Quebec Society for the
Protection of Birds, Inc., which comprise the statement of financial position as at February 28, 2017,
and the statements of revenue and expenditures - General Fund, fund balances and cash flows for the
year then ended and a summary of significant accounting policies and other explanatory information.

Management's Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations, and for such internal
control as management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that
are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on our audit. We
conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Those
standards require that we comply with ethical requirements and plan and perform the audit to obtain
reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements are free from material misstatement. 

An audit involves performing procedures to obtain audit evidence about the amounts and disclosures
in the financial statements. The procedures selected depend on the auditor's judgment, including the
assessment of the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error. In making those risk assessments, the auditor considers internal control relevant to the entity's
preparation and fair presentation of the financial statements in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the
effectiveness of the entity's internal control. An audit also includes evaluating the appropriateness of
accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates made by management, as
well as evaluating the overall presentation of the financial statements.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis
for our qualified audit opinion.
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Independent Auditor's Report

Basis for Qualified Opinion

In common with many not-for-profit organizations, the Society derives revenue from donations and
cash receipts, the completeness of which is not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification.
Accordingly, our verification of these revenues was limited to the amounts recorded in the records of
the Society. Therefore, we were not able to determine whether any adjustments might be necessary
to revenue, excess of revenue over expenditures and cash flows from operations for the years ended
February 28, 2017 and February 29, 2016 and assets and fund balances as at February 28, 2017 and
February 29, 2016. Our audit opinion on the financial statements for the year ended
February 28, 2017 was modified accordingly because of the possible effects of this limitation in scope.

Qualified Opinion

In our opinion, except for the possible effects of the matter described in the Basis for Qualified
Opinion paragraph, the financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc. as at February 28, 2017,
and the results of its operations and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with
Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit organizations.

1

Montréal, Québec
April 27, 2017

1 CPA auditor, CA, public accountancy permit No. A128060
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The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Statement of Financial Position

February 28, February 29,
2017 2016

Internally
Restricted

Invested in A.W. Kelly Land
General Capital Bequest Fund Stewardship

Fund Assets Unrestricted Fund Total Total

Assets

Current

Cash $ 22,684 $ - $ - $ - $ 22,684 $ 44,810
Short-term investments, at fair value (Note 2) 772,140 - 2,232,474 - 3,004,614 2,793,633
Government refunds receivable 1,053 - - - 1,053 2,865
Accounts receivable 499 - - - 499 632
Interfund receivable, non-interest bearing - - - 72,000 72,000 72,000
Prepaid expenses 4,971 - - - 4,971 200

801,347 - 2,232,474 72,000 3,105,821 2,914,140

Capital assets
Land - 410,813 - - 410,813 410,813

$ 801,347 $ 410,813 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,516,634 $ 3,324,953

Liabilities and Fund Balances

Current
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities $ 14,743 $ - $ - $ - $ 14,743 $ 10,547
Interfund payable, non-interest bearing 72,000 - - - 72,000 72,000
Deferred revenue 1,270 - - - 1,270 -

88,013 - - - 88,013 82,547

Fund balances
General Fund 713,334 - - - 713,334 527,119
Invested in capital assets - 410,813 - - 410,813 410,813
A.W. Kelly Bequest Fund - unrestricted - - 2,232,474 - 2,232,474 2,232,474
Internally Restricted Land Stewardship Fund (Note 5) - - - 72,000 72,000 72,000

713,334 410,813 2,232,474 72,000 3,428,621 3,242,406

$ 801,347 $ 410,813 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,516,634 $ 3,324,953

On behalf of the Board

 Director           Director

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Statement of Revenue and Expenditures - General Fund

February 28, February 29,
For the year ended 2017 2016

Revenue
Investment income $ 156,789 $ 252,106
Membership fees 8,894 8,765
Donations and grant 8,944 2,096
Activities income 790 108
Unrealized gain on investments 179,191 -
Other 3,192 -

357,800 263,075

Expenditures
Unrealized loss on investments - 379,198
Grants awarded 77,308 77,143
Administration and newsletter 25,952 19,558
Sanctuary maintenance and taxes 10,362 15,806
Activities 45,343 15,211
Professional fees 12,620 12,060

171,585 518,976

Excess of revenue over expenditures
(expenditures over revenue) for the year $ 186,215 $ (255,901)

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Statement of Fund Balances

February 28, February 29,
For the year ended 2017 2016

Internally
Restricted

Invested in   A.W. Kelly Land
General Capital Bequest Fund Stewardship

Fund Assets Unrestricted    Fund Total Total

Balance, beginning of year $ 527,119 $ 410,813 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,242,406 $ 3,498,307

Excess of revenue over expenditures
 (expenditures over revenue) for the year 186,215 - - - 186,215 (255,901)

Balance, end of year $ 713,334 $ 410,813 $ 2,232,474 $ 72,000 $ 3,428,621 $ 3,242,406

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.

 Statement of Cash Flows

February 28, February 29,
For the year ended 2017 2016

Cash flows from operating activities
Excess of revenue over expenditures

(expenditures over revenue) for the year $ 186,215 $ (255,901)
Items not involving cash 

Unrealized (gain) loss on investments (179,191) 379,198
Gain on sale of investments (83,038) (172,245)

(76,014) (48,948)

Changes in non-cash working capital balances
Accounts receivable 133 (632)
Government refunds receivable 1,812 (473)
Prepaid expenses (4,771) 2,170
Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 4,196 297
Deferred revenue and other long-term liabilities 1,270 -

(73,374) (47,586)

Cash flows from investing activities
Proceeds on redemption of short-term investments 125,000 150,000
Reinvested investment income (73,752) (79,861)

51,248 70,139

(Decrease) increase in cash during the year (22,126) 22,553

Cash, beginning of year 44,810 22,257

Cash, end of year $ 22,684 $ 44,810

The accompanying notes are an integral part of these financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2017

1. Significant Accounting Policies  

Nature of Operations  The Province of Quebec Society for the Protection of
Birds, Inc. (the "Society") was incorporated as a
corporation without share capital under Part III of the
Québec Companies Act on April 29, 1931 and operates
under the name Bird Protection Quebec. The objects of
the Society are detailed in its letters patent and include the
elicitation and fostering of the interest of the public in the
birds that frequent the Province of Québec. As a
registered charity entity, the Society is a recognized non-
profit organization under the Income Tax Act and therefore
not subject to income taxes.

The Society's objective is to carry on its operations without
pecuniary gain to its members and any profits or other
accretions to the Society are to be used in promoting its
objectives.

Basis of Accounting The financial statements have been prepared using
Canadian accounting standards for not-for-profit
organizations.

Fund Accounting In order to ensure compliance with the limitation and
restriction placed on the use of resources available to the
Society, the accounts are maintained in accordance with
the principles of fund accounting. This procedure groups
resources for accounting purposes into funds according to
similar activities or specific objectives. Therefore, separate
accounts are maintained for each fund, and the
statements of financial position regroups the following
funds:

General Fund

The General Fund accounts for the administrative
activities of the Society. This Fund reports unrestricted
resources and restricted operating grants.

Capital Assets Fund

The Capital Assets Fund reports the assets, liabilities,
revenue and expenditures related to the Society's capital
assets.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2017

A. W. Kelly Bequest Fund

The A.W. Kelly Bequest Fund consists of surpluses of
investment income from the A. W. Kelly Will Trust
accumulated during the 25 years since his death, together
with the capital from the residue of his Estate received in
October 2006. 

Internally Restricted Land Stewardship Fund

The Fund represents surpluses set aside by the Board to
safeguard the stewardship of its properties.

Capital Assets Purchased capital assets are recorded at cost. Donated
capital assets are recorded at fair value at the date of
donation.

Revenue Recognition The Society follows the deferred method of accounting for
contributions whereby restricted contributions related to
expenses of future periods are deferred and recognized as
revenue in the period in which the related expenditures are
incurred. Restricted contributions, comprised of restricted
donations and grants, are defined as contributions on which
stipulations are imposed that specify how the resources
must be used. Unrestricted contributions, comprised of
membership fees, activities income and unrestricted
donations, are recognized as revenue when received or
receivable if the amount to be received can be reasonably
estimated and collection is reasonably assured. Investment
income is recognized as revenue when earned.

Investment income and unrealized gain or loss on
short-term investments are recognized as revenue of the
General Fund.

Deferred Revenues Deferred revenues represent unspent resources received
in the current year that is related to expenses in a
subsequent year. The deferred revenues are recognized as
revenue in the year in which the related expenses are
incurred. 

Contributed Services Volunteers contribute a significant number of hours per
year to assist the Society to carry out its activities. Because
of the difficulty of determining their fair value, contributed
services are not recognized in the financial statements.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2017

Financial Instruments Measurement of Financial Instruments

The Society initially measures its financial assets and financial
liabilities at fair value. The Society subsequently measures all its
financial assets and financial liabilities at amortized cost with the
exception of short-term investments which are subsequently
measured at fair value based on closing market prices.

Financial assets measured at amortized cost include cash,
accounts receivable and interfund receivable.

Financial assets measured at fair value include short-term
investments.

Financial liabilities measured at amortized cost include accounts
payable and interfund payable.

Impairment

Financial assets measured at amortized cost are tested for
impairment when there are indicators of impairment. The
previously recognized impairment loss may be reversed to the
extent of the improvement, directly or by adjusting the allowance
account, provided it is not greater than the amount that would
have been reported at the date of reversal had the impairment
not been recognized previously. The amount of impairment and
any reversal is recognized in the statement of revenue and
expenditures.

Transaction Costs

The Society recognizes its transaction costs for financial
instruments at fair value in the statement of revenue and
expenditures in the period incurred. However, financial
instruments that will not be subsequently measured at fair value
are adjusted by the transaction costs that are directly attributable
to their obligation, issuance or assumption.
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2017

2. Short-term Investments   

February 28, February 29,
2017 2016

Investments
Pooled funds at market value (cost: $2,666,412;

2016 - $2,634,622) $ 3,004,614 $ 2,793,633

3. Donated Property   

Contributions invested in the Capital Assets Fund, included donated land received in the
following years, recorded at their fair value at the date of contribution.

1982 $ 38,300
1990 33,700
2005 69,350

$ 141,350

4. Income Taxes   

The Society is recognized as a non-profit organization under Section 149.1(1) of the Income
Tax Act (Canada). This status exempts the Society from income taxes.

5. Internal Restriction

The Society maintains a Land Stewardship Fund for which the Society had bound an internal
restriction to safeguard the stewardship of its properties. Balance of this internally restricted
fund at year-end amounted to $72,000 (2016 - $72,000).
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The Province of Quebec Society
for the Protection of Birds, Inc.
Notes to Financial Statements

February 28, 2017

6. Financial Instrument Risk 

Interest Rate Risk

Interest rate risk is the risk that the fair value or future cash flows of a financial instrument will
fluctuate because of changes in market interest rates. The Society is exposed to this risk
through its short-term investments.

Liquidity Risk

Liquidity risk is the risk that the Society encounters difficulty in meeting its obligations
associated with financial liabilities. Liquidity risk includes the risk that, as a result of operational
liquidity requirements, the company will not have sufficient funds to settle a transaction on the
due date; will be forced to sell financial assets at a value, which is less than what they are
worth; or may be unable to settle or recover a financial asset. Liquidity risk arises from
accounts payable and interfund payable.

Market Risk

The Society is exposed to fluctuations in equity markets on its short-term investments.

There have been no changes to the Society's financial instruments risk exposure from prior
years.

12


